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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area.  Many of the items came from Al Ring’s personal collections but many peo-
ple have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of St. Matthews, Kentucky.  Being retired I 
now have time to do many of the things I have always wanted, this project is just one of them.  
  
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  
 
 

A very special thanks to Mary Margaret Bell, Coordinator, Archives and Retrieval Systems, Jefferson 
County Public Schools, Louisville, KY, and Lawrence “Larry” Richard Myers (60), who did all the 
hard work copying and gathering the material from the Archives.  Also The Voice Of St. Matthews. 
 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any 
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.   
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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February 18, 1954 

May 27, 1954 

June 3, 1954 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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April 28, 1955 

May 19, 1955 

May 19, 1955 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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May 3, 1956 

May 17, 1956 

 

May 3, 1956 

 

 

September 6, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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September 20, 1956 

August 15, 1957 

 November 15, 1956 

 September 6, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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May 1, 1958 

November 21, 1957 

December 26, 1957 

November 28, 1957 

 

May 8, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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February 19, 1959 

September 18, 1958 

 
May 14, 1959 



Courtesy The Vice Of St. Matthews: 

Ballard School: 

September 24, 1959 



Courtesy http://www.chanceschool.org/01_ourrichhistory/01_ourrichhistory.htm: 

Our Rich History 
  
1953 marked the opening of a unique nursery school – the first of its kind in Louisville, Kentucky. The school was operated 
by Virginia Thomas Chance, a distinguished educator with a progressive approach to education. After just six years, a 
group of students’ parents recruited Mrs. Chance to become the director of a new non-profit, parent-sponsored, independent 
school for young children; what is now known as Chance School. 
 

Chance School employs a philosophy that breaks away from outdated assumptions regarding traditional learning and teach-
ing practices. The philosophy recognizes each child as an individual, supports creative teaching and positive guidance, and 
helps parents better understand the stages of growth and development. 
Since its early years, the school enjoys an excellent reputation as a 
community pioneer in its developmental approach to learning. 
 
Thanks to generous gifts from supporters and philanthropists, the 
school has benefited from a number of important expansions and reno-
vations over the years. Through the constant support and commitment 
of those who strongly believe in the Chance philosophy, what started 
as a small school with a big idea is now an established, fully accredited 
school, serving up to 250 students from age two through the fifth 
grade. 
 
Our Unique Campus 
  

Tucked away on a bluff overlooking the Ohio River, the Chance 
School’s beautiful twenty-six acre campus is surrounded by woods and 
fields.  
 
As you walk through the buildings and around the school grounds, you will find that our campus is a physical extension of 
our educational philosophy. It provides students with a peaceful yet stimulating environment uniquely conducive to learn-
ing through discovery. 
 
The classrooms have lots of large windows that “let the outside in” to stimulate eager minds. Students may observe and 
learn from the rise and fall of the river and the changing of the seasons. The playground is nestled among trees and rock 
structures and provides a wonderful landscape for enjoying the outdoors. The surrounding woods and fields offer several 
walking pathways and are home to a variety of plant, animal and insect species for children to observe firsthand. A garden 
with a garden house teaches children how things grow, as well as valuable lessons in care and responsibility and working 
with others. 
 
We eagerly take advantage of every aspect of our natural setting to make studies in science, math, language, history and 
more “come to life” for our students in meaningful, memorable ways.  
 

Ballard School:     Today 


