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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc.
of the St. Matthews area. Many of the items came from Al Ring’s personal collections but many peo-
ple have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of St. Matthews, Kentucky. Being retired I
now have time to do many of the things I have always wanted, this project is just one of them.

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos. Credit to the source of
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available. We realize that many items are not identified
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information. As far as the newspaper articles that are
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources. The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. Books that we have used for some
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W.
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).

A very special thanks to Mary Margaret Bell, Coordinator, Archives and Retrieval Systems, Jefferson
County Public Schools, Louisville, KY, and Lawrence “Larry” Richard Myers (60), who did all the
hard work copying and gathering the material from the Archives. Also The Voice Of St. Matthews.

Please use this information as a reference tool only. If the reader uses any of the information for any
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.
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Introduction

1 had not intended to write a personal
account of my five years at Ballard School (1945-
1950), but in the process of writing an
autobiography 1 found that one of the largest
chapters was on Ballard School. In doing some
background research I was disappointed to find that
the Filson Historical Society and Jefferson County
School Archives had little material on Ballard. To
my knowledge there is only one published history of
the school and that appeared in the Filson Club
History Quarterly in 1970 (no. 2, pages 133-139).
This brief history was written by Mary Norris Burge
Helm. It documents important dates in Ballard's
history, mentions some of the major personnel,
outlines the school's philosophy of education, and
describes special events like the Ballard Fair.

A second history of Ballard School is an
unpublished set of eleven pamphlets written by
Ninde Wilder, principal from 1934 to 1950. They
date from 1940 to 1950 and copies of the 1941-1946
pamphlets are at the Chance School. Attached to
these is a hand-written note signed by Mr. Wilder's
secretary, Verna Monheimer;

“These pamphlets were written by
Principal Ninde S. Wilder and were
sent out with the reports each January
from 1941 through 1946.”

I have pamphlets from 1947, 1948, and 1950 and a
footnote at the bottom of the 1950 pamphlet says:

“This is the last of a series of eleven
pamphlets dealing with education,
particularly education pertaining to
Ballard School.”

The 1946 pamphlet is titled, “A Brief
History”, and as the title suggests, is a short history
of the school. The other pamphlets, although not
written as histories, fifty years later now serve as an
historical insight into the school. The titles of the
nine pamphlets that I have been able to find are:

1941 Untitled, general information about Ballard
1942 Educational Principles

1943 The Elementary School in War Time

1944 “What Do You Mean - ‘Progressive’ ?"

i

1945 Compulsory Military Training?

1946 A Brief History

1947 The Plight of the Teacher

1948 Vocational Aptitudes

1950 Untitled (answers questions parents ask)

Another account of Ballard School is an
unpublished, six page manuscript, “An Old Girl's
Memory of Ballard School” (1942-1949), written by
Elizabeth Smith Tucker. Elizabeth writes about her
personal experiences at Ballard and this is the human
touch that brings history alive. | wish to thank
Elizabeth for providing me with a copy of the
manuscript since it jogged my memory of several
things that I had forgotten.

I decided to extract the chapter on Ballard
School from my autobiography, make some
additions, and pass it on to the Filson Historical
Society, Jefferson County School Archives, and the
Chance School. What I have written is more of an
ethnography than a history. Itis a five-year snapshot
of Ballard and what life was like at the school. As an
anthropologist I am interested in cultural behavior,
and this is probably reflected in how I approached
writing about Ballard.

I have drawn on my own collection of
material from Ballard which consists of; twelve
photographs, thirteen copies of the school newspaper
(The Ballard News), my Safety Patrol badge, an
original program and script of the Robin Hood
operetta performed in 1948, my basketball uniform
from 1950 (when the eighth grade won the Country
championship), my school letter (the Ballard “B"),
several reports that I wrote for classes, and three
pamphlet by Ninde Wilder. When I was in the fourth
grade I had the measles and each of my classmates
wrote me a “Get Well" note, Yes, I still have them.
For the past fifty-five years | have hauled this
“collection” around the country, and on numerous
occasions have been called a “Pack Rat”. Now that
this material is being used to write a history I believe
the word “Archivist” is more fitting.

Reading copies of the Ballard News helped
me relive many experiences, but there were places
where [ hit a dead end. After struggling for several
months to remember the music and words to the
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Ballard School song, Diane Cobb Cashman got me
started and Chris Davenport supplied me with all the
lyrics. Virginia Kemp Stites knew the title of the
song we sang at the May Day Festival, "Country
Gardens” and again, Chris provided me with the
lyrics. A special thanks to Diane, Chris and Virginia
for their help.

I have contacted people at The Chance
School and they have a small archives of materials
from the Ballard days. These include photographs
(the majority before 1945), a box of lantern slides
used in assemblies, some pamphlets written by Mr.
Wilder for parents, a few copies of the Ballard News,
and a large collection of newspaper articles written
about Ballard. 1 wish to thank Debbie McCoy for
making these files available to me and to everyone at
Chance School for their hospitality.

I contacted several of my Ballard friends and
hounded them for photographs and memorabilia. 1
discovered that the Pack Rat geneis rarer than
thought, but a few of my friends share this trait with
me. | would like to thank Louise Helm Bessire,

Diane Cobb Cashman, Shelley Forbes, Sally
Bonnycastle Hardy, Sarah Roy, Judy Semonin, Paul
Semonin, Nancy Offutt Stablin, Mary Clowes Taylor
and Elizabeth Smith Tucker, for providing me with
photographs and other memorabilia. Also, thanks to
Sharon Bidwell at the Louisville Courier-Journal for
her assistance, and to the paper for permission to use
their photographs.

I would also like to thank Stewart Ogden for
reminding me of the ballet that he and several of his
classmates performed at the Harvest Supper. It was
a classic. I was also given a detailed description of
part of the school that | never personally participated
in, and thanks to Hugh Shwab, Bob Martin, and Bill
Wells for providing me with first-hand accounts of
going to the furnace room. Thanks to those who
confessed that they has shared this experience.

It has been a wonderful experience tracking
down former Ballard students for their address and

talking to friends I haven't seen in over 50 years, It
seems like we all loved Ballard and still carry
precious memories from the years we were there,

iv
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The R()&,els Clark Ballard Memonal School (photograph from Chance SLhool)

Dedicated to the faculty and staff at Ballard School who left me with
these happy memories, and to all Ballardites who shared them with me.



Ballard School:

BALLARD SCHOOL DAYS
1945 - 1950

At the end of the third grade, my parents
started thinking about transferring me to Ballard
School. They were satisfied with the education I was
receiving at Greathouse School, but Ballard seemed
to offer so much more. Although Ballard was a
public school, T often heard it described as semi-
private. Besides county funding, there was also
financial support from the parents, and this is why
there was instruction in art and music, and ballet for
girls. These may have been available at public
schools in the county, but not to the extent they were
at Ballard.

1 remember that my mother and I had to go
to Ballard for an interview with the principal, Ninde
Wilder, 1 know that Mr. Wilder was amused when 1
told him that | had already been recruited to play on
the Ballard softball team that summer. I don't recall
any details about our interview except that Mr.
Wilder said I could come to Ballard. At that time
there were approximately 300, certainly less than
400 students, in the entire school and by Christmas
[ probably knew the names of eighty percent of
them.

Ballard was located on a hillside above the
flood plain of the Ohio River. This setting drew
children from socio-economic backgrounds that
represented the extremes. Some of Louisville’s
wealthier families lived on the bluffs above the flood
plain, while poor families lived along the river.
During the spring if there was flooding it was not
unusual for the Coast Guard to bring the river
children to school. As I recall, there was no fixed
charge for going to Ballard and the wealthier
families bore most of the costs, while the poorer
families paid nothing. I forget what my parents paid,
but I believe it was about one hundred dollars a year.
Our dress at school was very casual and I was told
that the faculty encouraged this so the economic
differences among the students would be less
noticeable.

Ballard School was unique since it combined
a lot of personal freedom for the students with a
high degree of structure. These may sound like
conflicting attributes, but Ballard was able to do it.

Ninde Wilder
@© The Courier-Journal

It was my understanding that Mr. Wilder, unlike
many male principals who had made their way into
administration through sports and coaching, had
come through the ranks of teaching. 1 would call
him a scholar and definitely an educator. 1still have
some of the pamphlets that Mr. Wilder wrote on
education and from time to time I'll quote from
them.

... we spoon out information in books
and tell students to swallow hard. Then,
periodically we ask them to regurgitate.
We spend our time teaching subjects
instead of teaching students.

Ninde Wilder, 1950
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Booklet prep ared for parents on Ballard school (left). The contents (right) covered everything
from The School Day to Disease Control and how children should be quarantined if they have
various diseases. The photograph on the cover is the stone steps leading to the school. Ballard
students went up and down these steps a thousand times.

A lot of the educational philosophy at
Ballard was considered progressive and 1 often
heard it described as a “Progressive School”. In
those days many people considered this to be an
inferior kind of education and there was the
impression that it was associated with a lack of
discipline in the classroom. As my description of the
“Furnace Room" will demonstrate, there was
discipline. My mother went to the first P.T.A.
meeting and still had some reservations if Ballard
was the right place for me. She took notes on the
meeting and was very impressed with Mr. Wilder's
philosophy of education. The goal was to start by
making children like school, and if this could be
achieved they would learn. 1 remember that when
my mother got home she woke me up and said that
I could stay at Ballard. 1 suspect that part of the
learning environment was to put us at ease with
school, My mother said that on my first report card
from Ballard the teacher wrote that I was too
conscientious. I must have improved because on the
second report card the teacher commented that [ was
not longer as conscientious, This was good.

As I mentioned, Ballard was located on a hill
above the flood plain of the Ohio River and there
was a long series of stone steps leading from the bus
stop at the bottom of the hill to the main building.
The school was actually composed of a cluster of
several buildings. As [ recall the main building
consisted of an entrance room with the bookstore
located in the middle. On either side was a
classroom, cloakroom, and restroom, On the second
floor were the office, four class rooms, and two cloak
rooms. A driveway encircled this building. Off to
the west was a small building that seemed to be of
a similar vintage and architecture as the main
building. On the first floor was a classroom and shop
and the entire second floor housed the school library.
At one time the upper class boys took shop, but this
was discontinued by the time I was in the seventh
grade. The library was an interesting room and as |
recall they had all the OZ books. It was here that we
were given our shots. 1 believe there was a closet on
this floor that contained costumes that had been
used in plays, and from time to time we would get
some to use in a skit.
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Behind the main building was another hill
and a second building had been constructed here. It
housed two classrooms, the kitchen, lunchroom, and
gymnasium with locker rooms and restrooms. An
enclosed hall, or ramp, connected this addition to
the main building. Next to the gym a small frame
building had recently been constructed for additional
classroom space. To my knowledge this building was
always used by the fourth grade.

I have mentioned that there was a high
degree of structure at Ballard and this centered
around a daily, weekly, and yearly routine, coupled
with responsibilities assigned to each class starting in
the fourth grade. These routines and responsibilities
had become a tradition at Ballard and they were
part of the glue that bound the school together in
such a way that it was almost an extended family.

The daily routine consisted of playing games
before school and then at 8:45 AM assembling on
the driveway in front of the school for the raising of
the flag and the pledge of allegiance. Everyone lined
up by class and the flag was raised by a color guard
made up of four sixth grade boys. After school the
flag was lowered and folded in the traditional
triangle shape.

The weekly calendar centered around a one
hour or longer assembly in the gymnasium every
Tuesday and Friday morning at 9:50 AM. Two-seat,
collapsible chairs were stored against the wall of the
gym and quickly set up before each assembly. 1
recall this was one of the jobs of the eighth grade
boys. The seating arrangement was by class with the
lower grades in the front rows and the higher grades
at the rear. Assembly started with Mr. Wilder
making some announcements and then there was
singing, The lyrics to the songs were on glass slides
that were projected onto a screen with a lantern-type
projector. Mrs. Katherine Rollins played the piano
and Mr. Julian Dorsey led the singing. After the
singing we saw a movie, or one of the classes put on
a play or skit. As | recall, the movies were usually
documentaries and often related to the war. |
believe we saw the entire Victory at Sea series. |
suspect that some time during the year each class,
even first graders, did a presentation during
assembly. These could range from a skit on how to
tell ime to a show-and-tell by several people who
had taken an interesting trip. [ recall that one year
my class did a spelling bee during assembly, and 1
had the misfortune of standing before the entire
school and misspelling a very simple word. Since |
stuttered at the time 1 probably added an extra “t".
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Glass slide shown in Ballard School assembly
(from The Chance School collection)



Ballard School:

PLATYS

On April 4, Mrs. Straub's first gmide
gave a play about how to tell time with
the rabbit, It was very well done.

Then on the seventh, we had the
Eester Tgg Hunt. The Punny brought usa
total of 2,200 epgs.

On the eleventh of April, the sevath
grade girls gave a play called "Boys Will
Be Boys, But We Can Dream Can't 'el" It
vias very good,

Two volley balley games were playal
in assemblv on the fourteenth. One s
botween the upper school girls, and somo
sixth grade boys played, too. Lucas's
team won, Then the eighth grade boys
played a game. Boyd's team beat Coy's,

On the twonty=first of Lpril the
fourth grade gave a play ahout the cold
germ and how it spreads. 1% was very
funny end interestdng, too.

On the twenty-fifth the seventh gm de
b oys' spelling class gave a play on
word deriwvatian,.

Miss Reed and a group of children Who™
went to lNiagra Falles during X,F.A. told us
about their trip on the twenty-eighth.
Thoy brought things bacl: and showed them
to us.

On the second of Moy the lanual Glee
Club came out to Badlard. They samg nioce
SONES.

On the fifth of liay lirs. Salyers
socond grade gave a ploy on our tem. It
vies very oute,

A review of assembly programs from April 4 to May 5, 1950
Ballard News, May 15, 1950



Ballard School:

Wednesday morning was the Safery Patrol
court. The Safety Patrol had a number of duties ro
perform and one was to see that certain rules were
obeyed. Naturally there were some who broke these
rules, but before any punishment was given, Mr.
Wilder held a court so each student could plead his
or her case. A detailed description of the Safety
Patrol and court will be given later.

The only regular monthly routine that I can
recall was the publishing of the student newspaper,
The Ballard News. It was usually four, sometimes
six, mimeographed pages with a construction paper
front and rear cover. It was held together with
staples and was considered to hold the essence of
school news.

There were a number of special events that
occurred on a regular schedule year after year, The
first was the Harvest Supper, followed in December
by an evening of Christmas music. On the last day
of school before the Christmas holidays there was a
daytime Santa Claus party. The first event of the new
year was a Valentine Party, and in the spring there
was an Easter Egg hunt. In early May there was a
May Day Festival and a week after school ended was
the Ballard Fair.

The first event, the Harvest Supper, was
open to all students and parents and was one of the
most popular events of the year. It was held in
November during the evening and consisted of a
turkey dinner followed by a program of skits in the

SHOTS

On Yednesday, March 15, most of the
students at Ballard were shaking with

horror. Shots}

That horrible smell]

Would they use a square nesdle? However,

many pupils took the shots,

Although

many people don't lile the shots, any~-
thing is better than having typhbéd fever.

An event that students would like to forget
(Ballard News, April 3, 1950)

The Ballard News for January, 1949



Jane Morton Norton serves Mr. Ninde Wilder his turkey dinner at the Harvest Supper
@ The Courier-Journal 12/3/44

gymnasium (auditorium). 1 don't recall the date,
but later the turkey dinner was discontinued and the
event was called the Harvest Festival. The
entertainment was actually a kind of vaudeville show
and the skits could be done by an individual, several
students, or a class. On the stage, off to the side,
was a easel with poster cards announcing the name
of the skit. I remember that Teddy Isaacs did a skit
titled, Napoleon's Farewell Address to His
Grandmother. He came out on stage dressed as
Napoleon and opened a scroll. After studying it for
a long time he said, “Bye Granny”.

-6-

One of the classic performances was a ballet
performed by Stewart Ogden, Johnny Lord, Ron
Baquie, Billy Martin and I believe the fifth person
was Billy Schaaf. They approached Mrs. Elizabeth
Smith, who taught ballet, and asked her to give them
instruction so they could perform at the Festival.
According to Stewart they were taught a routine to
the music “Voices of Spring” and took their lessons
seriously. | remember when the curtain went up
there were five boys wearing black, high-topped
tennis shoes dressed in t-shirts with gym-shorts
under their tutus. The idea of five seventh or eighth
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grade boys doing ballet was unheard of and the
audience roared with laughter. Their performance
was so outstanding that many still remember it more
than fifty years later.

The grand finale of the evening was a
pantomime skit performed by the faculty and staring
a character called Terrible Tim, played by Mr.
Wilder. Mr. Wilder was a tall, slender man with
thinning hair and one eye that squinted. He was
actually an excellent character actor and was
associated with the Little Theater of Louisville where
he had performed. As Terrible Tim he played a
timid, shy individual, and regardless of the situation,
all the students knew that it would end the same
way ... with Mr. Wilder in the middle of the stage
in his long underwear. We all loved it. I can
remember only three of the skits and they are worth
describing.

During the war women started doing some
jobs that had traditionally been done only by men,
and in one skit Terrible Tim goes to a lady barber for
a shave. [ believe Mrs. Hattie Glenn (third grade
teacher) was the barber. To get him prepared a pan
of steaming water (probably just dry ice) is brought
out and the barber starts to pick a hot rowel out of
the pan. There is much to-do about how hot the
towel must be, and finally she just flings it onto his
face. Naturally Mr. Wilder waves his arms and goes
though all the appropriate gyrations. I forget what
was used for soap to lather his face, but it was
extremely foamy and naturally gets in his eyes.
Again this results in arm waving and other
gyrations. Finally, the barber produces a huge
straight-edge razor which scares Mr. Wilder, and she
has to throw her leg over him to keep him in the
chair. All this time the students were going wild
with laughter and when the ordeal is over and the
barber removes the cloth from around him, there is
Mr. Wilder in his long underwear. The place erupts
with laughter.

Another year, Terrible Tim is to be shot out
of a cannon. Mr. Wilder is dressed in tights with a
cape, and | believe an aviator hat and goggles. The
cannon is not on stage, but only a ladder (which
supposedly leads to the canon) and a net suspended
several feet about the floor of the stage. Mr. Wilder
has a terrible time climbing the ladder. His foot
constantly slips between the rungs and on several
occasions he almost falls. He finally gets to the top
and disappeared from view. Next there is a loud

explosion and Mr, Wilder falls into the net in his long
underwear.

The Terrible Tim episode that produced the
most excitement was one that took place in a
graveyard. The scene opens with the stage set up
as a cemetery with headstones. I'm sure there must
have been some appropriate background music.
Members of the faculty, dressed in skeleton suits,
begin to rise from the graves, and dance. Suddenly
the lights go off and the skeleton suits are made so
the bones glow in the dark. This had the little kids
screaming but there was still more to come. Above
the top of the stage, toward the front, ropes are
lowered (these could not be seen) and the skeletons
start swinging out over the audience. The kids go
berserk! When the lights finally come back on,
there, alone in the middle of the stage is Mr. Wilder
... in his long underwear. Is it any wonder that both
students and parents looked forward to the Harvest
Festival?

The next two major events were an evening
program of Christmas music followed by a daytime
Christmas party the last day of school before the
holidays. The party was held in the gym and instead
of using the stage, chairs were placed around the
side walls and activities took place in the center of
the gym. Several older boys carried in a decorated
Yule Log with some of the younger students riding
on it. We started the program by singing Christmas
carols and it was an established tradition that during
the singing of Jingle Bells there would be a loud
banging on the side door, Every year Mr. Wilder
looked confused when this occurred, as though it
was a big surprise, and would go to the door and
open it, There was Santa Claus! Santa was always
one of the eighth or ninth grade boys and Mr, Wilder
escorted him to a large decorated chair. The
younger children got to sit on Santa's lap.

When a ninth grade boy, beneath the
bewhiskered countenance of St. Nick,
takes first and second graders on his
knee and talks to them, it is a far cry
from the paid Santa exploited by
department stores.

Ninde Wilder, 1947
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After Santa Claus arrived the program would
continue with various classes performing skits in the
center of the gym. This was one of the times when
students from the upper grades would mix with
students from the lower grades. As I recall, in the
eighth grade we did a skit with the first grade and it
was based on the song, “Oh You Beautiful Doll”.
We formed a circle in the middle of the gym,
alternating a first grader and an eighth grader, and
in the middle of the circle was a large decorated box
at least six feet high. As we sang, Mr. Winder came
in the circle and cautiously eyed the box, walked
around it several times and then started unwrapping
it. Inside was Albert Woody dressed as a doll. He
had a blond wig, lipstick and rouge, and a short skirt
over his gym pants. He was a sight to behold. Mr,
Winder looked amazed, and finally picked up Albert,
put him over his shoulder, and walked out.

I should expand on this mixing of the older
and younger students. We did this all the time and
it was one of Ballard’s traditions. The philosophy
behind this was eloquently stated by Mr. Wilder.

Did you ever attend one of the Santa
Claus parties at Ballard School? Or a
Valentine Party? If you have, then you saw
junior high students dancing with children

of the primary grades, the fifteen-year-olds
with six-year-olds.

But the dances would have been much
more artistically done if, say, eighth graders
had danced with eighth graders. You can’t
expect second graders to have the same
technique as eighth graders have.

It isn’t dancing techniques the school is
after in such cases. Instead, it is a
wholesome, family relationship between
older and younger children which, when
coupled with the spirit of the occasion, does
more to build the right kind of esprit de
corps than would daily lectures on the
subject.

Ninde Wilder, 1947

The school Valentine Party was in February
and the Social Committee had a Valentine’s Dance
for the upper grades. Each class also celebrated
Valentine's Day in their room and I remember that
we decorated a corrugated box with crape paper,
and | suspect red hearts, and this is where we
deposited our cards. The teacher would draw them
out, one at a time, and call off the name of the
person it was for. | never kept track of the number
of cards | got, compared to my classmates, but there
were probably some kids who got fewer cards than
others. After the cards were distributed we had
refreshments.

The next big event was the yearly Easter Egg
Hunt that took place on the playground during
school hours. T believe it was actually jelly beans
that were hidden, but there may have been some
chocolate or marshmallow eggs as well. Again, this
was something that paired the older and younger
students. About a week before the event, the first,
second and third graders were expected to team up
with someone from the sixth, seventh, eighth and
ninth grades as their partner for the hunt. Usually it
was the older students who approached someone
about being partners, but the younger children could
select their partner. There was a strict rule that the
older students couldn't pickup any eggs, although
they could point out where they were hidden.
Actually none were really that concealed since they
were hidden in grass on the playground.

I remember that the Easter Egg Hunt started
with everyone lined up on at the edge of the
playground, and when a signal was given everyone
ran onto the field. According to the Ballard News
(May, 1950) a rotal of 2,200 eggs (jellybeans) were
hidden. Since there were less than one hundred
students in the first three grades, even the slowest
first-grader was assured of finding plenty of eggs.
The event usually lasted about an hour, then
everyone returned to the auditorium where the eggs
were counted. The person from each class with the
most jelly beans received a prize.

Although not associated with a seasonal
celebration, toward the end of school one assembly
was devoted to an auction of all unclaimed items in
the Lost & Found. We always found this exciting
and you could usually hear someone shout, “That's
mine!” when an article of clothing they had lost
came up for auction. As Irecall, seldom did any item
sell for over fifty cents.
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EASTER EGG HUNT

Every year Ballard has an Taster Egg
Hunt. The upper school students choose
students foom the lower school., Tveryom
goes to the field to hunt eggs. Then
everyone comes back to the gym to count
up the eggs. The ocouple from each grade
who has the most egrs wins a prize, This
year the hunt will be held on T uesday,
April 7. Ve hope thak day will be a-
pretty one, If it is not, the Hunt will
be put off until we do have a pretty day.

This is alwags a very exciting event
for the little children. They make their
ovm baskets to use in the Hunt, and these
baskets are always very colorful and at-

tractive. >
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Item from the Ballard News - April, 1950
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Spring was always in full bloom in early May
and this was the time for the May Day Festival.
There was a special clearing in a wooded area on the
west side of the school where the event was held,
and it also served as a playground for the first and
second grades. There were wooden bleachers
around the clearing with a pole in the center.
Naturally this was the May Pole. Like the Christmas
program, May Day attracted many parents and
younger brothers and sisters who weren't in school.

An important part of the festival was
selecting the May Queen and this was done at an
assembly about a week before the event. All of the
girls in the highest grade were eligible and the
Queen was chosen by drawing a name out of a
bowl. 1 remember my first year at Ballard (the
fourth grade), when the name was announced all
the ninth grade boys yelled and applauded. It
occurred the following year as well, and [ learned
that it was a tradition, regardless of who won, the
ninth (later eighth) grade boys yelled and applauded
for the Queen, 1 believe Regina Lucas was Queen
when I was in the eighth grade and we certainly kept
the tradition alive.

The May day celebration was held after
lunch and the Queen and her court paraded in. The
piano had been brought outside and Mrs. Rollins
played and we sang songs, one of which was always
Country Gardens. Some of the classes gave special
performances and 1 believe it was the members of
the Queen's court who took the blue and yellow
crape paper ribbons that hung from the May Pole
and danced and inter-twined them.

The last event of the year was the Ballard
Fair and it was held after school was over., As I
recall, it was held on the last Saturday in May and
was very well attended. It lasted all day and was
on the playground so there was lots of room and
ample parking. There were pony rides, puppet
shows, booths where prizes could be won, and a pet
show where the breed was not important, For the
older boys the highlight of the Fair was the Father-
Son softball game. I vividly recall the game when |
was in the eighth grade. We usually only played for
a portion of the game so everyone could participate
and I had played the first four or five innings. The
game was tied and it was the ninth inning. We were
at bat, had several people on base, and Mr. Cobb
called me in as a pitch-hitter. [ swung and missed the
first pitch and fowled off the second pitch. 1
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remember the frown on Mr. Cobb’s face, On the next
pitch I hit a hard grounder over second base into
center field and the winning run scored. It's strange
how I still remember this like it was yesterday:.

There were some annual events that were
restricted to only certain grades or groups., Every
year, just before the Christmas break, Mr. Wilder
would read Dicken's Christmas Carol to the upper
grades, and once a year, as a thank you for their
service, the Safety Patrol was dismissed from class
and taken to Louisville to see a movie,

One thing that was done at Ballard was to
assign a duty to every class, starting with the fourth
grade. | don’t know how long this had been going
on, but it was certainly one of Ballard's established
traditions, and we all took these duties seriously.

The fourth grade was responsible for
organizing fire drills and hiding the eggs for the
Easter egg hunt. About an hour before the hunt was
to begin the fourth grade went to the playground
and hid jellybeans. After the hunt was over, and the
prizes had been awarded, the fourth grade got to go
to the playground and hunt for any eggs that hadn't
been found. When I was in the fifth grade, the
fourth grade was on a field trip the day of the Easter
Egg hunt so we got to hide them again. Since we
were somewhat wiser than the year before, several
of us buried caches of jelly beans so we could
retrieve them when the hunt was over. We thought
this was clever, but as I recall, we could never find
where we buried them.

Although we all recognized the importance
of fire drills, they seldom went smoothly. Our
teacher would inform us that there would be a fire
drill sometime during the day, and we were given
instructions. As I recall, these instructions usually
involved telling us not to talk and to move in an
orderly manner. They were usually not followed. I
suspect that once we were outside we associated
fresh air with recess and our spirits were naturally
raised.

The Ballard News would always have a
report on the fire drill, and in an attempt to correct
inappropriate behavior, the names of people who
had misbehaved were listed. It seems that it was
almost always boys who were delinquent, and most
were not first-time offenders.
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The May Day Queen and her court - 1948 (photograph from Diane Cobb Cashman)
(The young man sitting on the steps is probably an attendant)

COUNTRY GARDENS

Come ‘tis the May time, let us be (lancing'

Beneath the skies so l)rig'lll and clear.

Come Lads and Lassies, join us in nml:ing',

The May Day best of all the year.

Garlands I)rig"ll we re ln‘ing‘iug’, lmppy gsongs we re singing,
Joyvous as birds are we lmlay.

While the sunlight is shining, ln_\'rllc we re entwining,
To make a crown for the Queen of May.

Choose now some fair nmi(l, from all of the rest,

And we'll hail her as our Queen tn(la}'.

Come, let’s all join Ilan(ls, and malke a ring,

A‘\S we (L'IHL'L' {'-()l' tllt‘ I()VL‘]‘\' ()Ilt't‘ll (){ n\‘d\
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FIRE DRILL

Fire drill is a very useful cause.
It saves hundreds of pecples lives every
8o far fire drills at Ballard have
The people who have
not been cooperative are Hugh Shwabd and
Please help the fourth grad

year.
not been =0 good,

Hewett Brown.
in fire drill.

=-=Paul Embry, Grade 4

Item in the October, 1949 Ballard News that surprised no one.
This famous duo is mentioned once again in the January, 1950
Ballard News for delinquent behavior during a fire drill.

The job of the fifth grade was to run the Lost
& Found. I forget where lost items were kept, but
there were usually three or four large boxes of
unciaimed things by springtime. Sometime around
early May there was a special assembly where all the
unciaimed items were auctioned. I believe the year
my class ran the auction either Morton Boyd or Fritz
Russell was the auctioneer. Any clothes in the Lost
and Found at the end of the year were sent to the
Salvation Army or Goodwill Industries.  Ballard
encouraged parents to send clothing that their
children had outgrown to the school and it was
distributed to needy children.

The job of the sixth grade was to provide the
Color Guard for the raising of the flag in the
morning. This was done in military fashion with
four people, numbered 1, 2, 3, and 4. The Number
4 position was in charge. I believe the Color Guard
changed every week, or maybe two, and we took
turns being one of the numbers. I say “we”, actually
it was only the boys who were on the Color Guard.
Sixth grade girls were permitted to take the flag
down after school and fold it. As progressive as
Ballard was, it hadn't reached sexual equality.

Ballard was located at the top of a hill and a
driveway went completely around the building.
Before classes started everyone would line up by
class in front of the building. The Color Guard was
assembled about fifty feet from the flag pole and at
a signal from Mr. Wilder the lead guard would say,
“Color Guard, attention, forward march.” When the
Color Guard reached the pole the lead guard would
say, “Halt", and then, “About face”. The No.1 person

would unwind the rope from the flag pole and
separate the ropes so they weren't twisted. When
this was done the No. 4 guard would say, “Two" and
the next person would let one of the ropes slide
through his hand while the No. 1 guard pulled down
the rope. Next, “Three” would be called. This was
the guard who held the flag, which was folded
military style in a triangle. The No. 3 guard held the
flag while the No. 1 guard put the fasteners through
the holes in the flag. The No.4 guard would pull the
rope and raise the flag and this was the signal for
everyone to say the pledge. After the flag was raised
the Color Guard marched back up the driveway and
the ceremony ended.

While this sounds like a simple ceremony,
grade-school children can make it complicated. One
time the noise of people talking reached a point
where the Safety Patrol put everyone “On Silence”.
That meant no one could talk.

Since the members of the Color Guard
changed so frequently no one got that much practice
and often there were problems. Not everyone would
march in step, and at the command, “Halt" one
person would take one step and stop while other
members of the Color Guard would take two, or
maybe three. The command “About face” had
people turning in different directions, or starting to
turn one way and then changing their mind and
turning the other. When I was in the seventh grade
the Color Guard messed up so many times that for a
brief period the Safety Patrol took over the job.
Whenever there were problems it was sure to bring
a scathing letter to The Ballard News.
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FLAG-RAISING

Dear Colorguard:

You claim to practice every morn-

ing on raising the flag.

I have never

in my eight years at Ballard seen such

poor raising of the flag.

In the three

months you have raised the flag upside

down twice.

Most every morning you
come to flag raising laughing.

I think

you should try to improve raising the

ﬁ&‘.

Sincerely yours,

M

The Color Guard gets a tongue lashing
Ballard News, November, 1949

One afternoon Paul Semonin, Dougie Roy
and I were playing and we decided to form a secret
club (yes, this does relate to flag raising). I have no
idea what this club was supposed to do and I think
we were just intrigued with it being secret. Anyway,
this club had to have a name and finally we decided
on the Brother Zombies of America, or B.Z.A. for
short. | am ar a total loss as to why we chose this
name and attribute it to the creative Ballard mind
going astray. Now with any club there has to be
symbolism and we decided that we would end the
pledge of allegiance every morning by taking our
index finger and running it across our throat , . , like
the slitting the throat gesture, Again, do not ask me
to explain the “Why" of this, Every morning at flag
raising we faithfully ended the pledge this way until
Mr, Wilder questioned us about it. We were not
about to reveal that is was related to a secret club, or
that zombies were involved, and | suspect that we
just looked at the ground, shuffled our feet around,
occasionally purting one foot on top of the other (as
children are known to do) and muttered “I don't
know", or “It just happens”. In any event, it quickly
dissolved our secret club. 1 have always thought
that had we been able to continue, our club would
have evolved, and as we matured and it would have
become a respectable organization . . . most likely
with the name changed to Beta Zeta Alpha.

The seventh grade acted as the social
committee for the upper grades and was responsible
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for putting on dances in the gym. These were held
four or five times a year and I remember when 1 was
chairman of the Social Committee we had a pajama
party where everyone wore pajamas to the dance. At
least once a year the Social Committee held an
Alumni Dance and there was usually a good turnout.
As I recall the dances were well attended and 78 rpm
records provided the music.,

The biggest job of all was assigned to the
eight grade, running the school newspaper, the
Ballard News. | believe at one time there were
months when there were two issues, but by the time
I was in the eighth grade it had evolved into a
monthly newspaper. Various members of the class
took turn being Editor and writing the various
columns. Any student could write an article for the
paper and the day before the paper came out the
staff stayed after school to get it finished. 1 believe
Mr. Wilder’s secretary, did most of the typing and
helped us run the mimeograph machine.

One column that was very popular was
called Snooper, and it reflected the awakening of
hormones in the seventh, eighth and ninth grades,
This column gave the latest gossip on who was
infatuated with whom. The writer of this column
was always kept a secret, and in an an attempt to
conceal the identities of the various parties, initials
were used instead of names. Since the school was
so small everyone knew who was involved.
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I believe it is time that the true identity of
those mentioned in this Snooper article are
identified, and yes, 1 was the “reliable source”.

DR Doug Roy

MAG Mary Ann Groves
PS Paul Semonin
MB Morton Boyd

LH Louise Helm

DC Don Cooke

KM Kay McCurdy
EE Eric Everbach
DB Doug Blackburn
SG Sherley Goodwin
IE Iva Embry

RW Rodney Wells

Snooper refers to the GGG dance and this
should be explained. When I was in the eighth grade
a group of seventh grade girls (Mary Ann Groves,
Kay McCurdy, Nancy Norris, and several others)
formed a club called the Gay Gitty Girls. The club
was referred to as the GGG, and its function was to
have parties. Actually these were dances and as I
recall there were at least two parties a month. Up to
this time we had selected our “girl friends” from the

Snooper tells all - Ballard News, April,

.15-

1950

girls in our class, but now we were starting to look at
younger women.

Besides Snooper, other regular columns
included a Ballard News page which announced such
things as the Lost and Found auction, a review of
what had occurred in assemblies, and a listing of
new students. There was a Grade News page where
activities in the various classes and field trips were
reported. Sports was an important part of Ballard
and there was always a Sports page. The upper
three grades played touch football, basketball,
volleyball, and softball (depending on the season),
and the standings of the boys and girls teams were
always given, as well as sport activities of the other
grades.

As 1 recall, the Ballard News was very
popular and in the eighth grade it was one of those
“fun” things we enjoyed doing. No one ever told us
that by writing articles for the paper we were honing
our writing skills, or that putting out a newspaper
was good organizational training.

It was a tradition that the last Ballard News
of the year have the Last Will and Testament of the
graduating class. This was always a popular item
and the bequests were often revealing.
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My classmate, Morton Boyd
Rodney Wells is behind Morton, goofing off, as usual
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I, Hugh Shwab, being in sound and
othemvise healthy body will my special
seat in the office to Tommy Shwab with
hopes that it will not bte vacant long.

Last Will and Testament shows brotherly love
Ballard News, May, 1950

I am convinced that during his years at
Ballard, Hugh logged so may hours in this chair that
by some kind of “Squatter’s Rights" he could have
taken it with him when he graduated.

I started Ballard in the fourth grade and was
in the small frame building next to the gym. In the
winter it was heated with a pot-beilied stove and for
a while my desk was next to the stove. | know my
mother couldn’t understand why | wanted to wear
lighter weight clothes that winter. Since I sat next to
the stove 1 had the job, with another classmate, of
getting a bucket of coal from the coal pile. Later my
desk was moved to the rear comer of the room
which was ideal. 1 could look out on the woods
behind the building and generally be out of the
direct view of the teacher. Sallie Bingham sat in
front of me and all T remember Sallie doing was
reading Little Colonel books.

1 believe in the fourth grade we studied the
pioneers and made log cabins, but nothing
academically about the fourth grade sticks in my
memory. [did learn to print. Going to Ballard meant
that you learned to print instead of doing cursive
writing. | was never told why we did this but I did
hear a comment that publishers would accept a
hand-printed manuscript instead of a typed one. 1|
know that we put on lots of plays and posters were
always printed. When I went to high school the
teachers could always tell the Ballard students
because we printed. The other thing that 1
remember about the fourth grade was having the
measles, and each of my classmates writing me a get-
well note. Naturally I still have them. This was my
first year at Ballard and I just recall how much fun 1
had and how many good friends I made.

In the fifth grade we studied explorers and
I learned the names of all of them, like Balboa,
Cortez and Coronado. The way I learned them was
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typical of Ballard's educational system . . . we wrote
and performed plays. The teacher would assign a
different explorer to three or four groups, and we
would go outside and write a short skit about this
person. When everyone returned to class we made
our presentation.

Explorer 1 - We have come a long way Balboa.
Explorer 2 - What is that in the distance?
Balboa - It is a large ocean

Explorer 3 - Hark Balboa, you have discovered
the Pacific Ocean!

Class applause and the actors/actresses bow.

This is a shortened version of the kind of
skits we presented. We studied history like this all
through the fifth grade and my mother tells the story
of being at Ballard for something and seeing me and
several others outside. When she asked me whatwe
were doing I said we were writing a play and | was
Sir Walter Raleigh. [ still remember leaving class on
a beautiful fall day and sitting on one of the large
bread boxes (where bread was left for the
lunchroom) and writing a play with several of my
classmates, It was a wonderful experience and I still
carry with me the names of all those explorers, and
what they did.

Ability and willingness to cooperate,
combined with bold creativeness, is the
stuff of which education is made.

Ninde Wilder, 1948
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The paper | wrote on explorers

The sixth grade may have been my most
memorable year in school, and that includes grade
school, high school, and college. The sixth grade
teacher at Ballard was Miss Alice Kennedy. She was
the most feared teacher in the school, and there was
always a rumor floating around among the fifth
graders that this was her last year. | was certain she
would retire before I got to the sixth grade, but |
was mistaken. For all I know she may still be
teaching somewhere. She was a tall woman,
always stood erect, had short, curly white hair and
wore steel-framed glasses. 1remember the first day
of class she told us she had eyes in the back of her
head so not to misbehave when her back was
turned, Somehow we believed her because she
could always tell if you were passing a note or
making a face at someone. 1 later learned that
above the blackboard was a large framed
photograph of an eagle and when she wrote on the
blackboard she could look up and see the class
reflected in the glass.

I guess if you ask the average person to
describe precisely what they did in the sixth grade
they couldn't do it. For me it is easy, we studied the
Middle Ages, wrote an operetta based on Robin
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Hood, learned to square dance, started an Audubon
Bird club, and had a little math and spelling thrown
in on the side. Of these Robin Hood occupied most of
our time.

The first part of the year we studied
medieval Europe and on one of her summer
vacations Miss Kennedy had toured Europe. |
remember that as we studied the Middle Ages and
some place was mentioned, like a famous castle, Miss
Kennedy would say, “I've been there.” She must have
said this frequently because Paul Semonin and I
would say it whenever we could. 1f Paul told me that
he had been to the Vogue to see a movie, | would
say, “I've been there.” We had the option of
purchasing a book titled Medieval Days and Ways. It
was terribly expensive, $2.90, but | bought a copy
and it was excellent. 1 found learning about castles,
knights, jousting, and minstrels very exciting and |
still have my copy of the book. We had to write a
paper for the class and I did mine on communication.
| remember that we also wrote and put on a play in
assembly on the Middle Ages and it included the
scene of St. George slaying the dragon. Albert
Woody played the part of the dragon and his mother
made him a wonderful costume with a large paper-
mache dragon head.

The book I bought on the Middle Ages
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We also had to read a book, any book, on
Robin Hood. The purpose of this assignment was to
prepare us for a large project that lay ahead , writing
an operetta on Robin Hood. For a school of our size
this was a mammoth project.

This year the Children's Theater of
Louisville invited Ballard School to give a
production of its own choosing, and Robin
Hood was selected. There are a dozen
commercial operatic versions of Robin Hood
on the market, but the children would have
none of them. They are writing their own,
using a few old English ballads as a basis for
their work. It means work on the part of the
pupil - delving into history and fiction for the
threads of a narrative that can be woven
together into a fabric that will wear. There is
lasting beauty in homespun cloth.

Ninde Wilder, 1948

It was the job of the sixth grade to write the
operetta and the performers would be taken from the
fifth through ninth grades. There would be two
performances in late April so I suspect that we
started writing in October. Miss Kennedy guided us
in the writing by explaining what the scene was
about and who the main characters should be.
Naturally there was Robin Hood, Will Scarlet, Friar
Tuck, Little John, and Maid Marian, but Miss
Kennedy asked us to invent some new ones. |
remember that Elizabeth Smith suggested Jack the
Potter and we used it. We did not write this
individually but sat in our chairs and if we had an
idea we yelled it out. Well, no one yelled in Miss
Kennedy’s class, we just spoke up. It went something
like this;

Miss Kennedy: What will Little John say to Robin
Hood?

Response: When is King Richard returning from the
crusades?

It went on like this for weeks and we all
busily read our book on Robin Hood so we would be

prepared to make a contribution.

We learned something else in the sixth
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The book I read on Robin Hood

grade besides medieval history and Robin Hood . . .
we learned to square dance. Miss Kennedy had
spent the previous summer somewhere in the west,
I believe at a “Dude Ranch”, and had learned to
square dance. This had made an impression on her
so we had to learn. [suspect that it also provided us
with a diversion from Robin Hood. Miss Kennedy
would take us to the gym (during class period, not
recess) and give us lessons. There is folk dancing
that can be done in a circle, but we learned square
dancing where four couples form a square. Miss
Kennedy had a record player, a record (with
appropriate fiddle-playing country music) and she
did the calling. Each couple has a number from 1 to
4 and the first dance we learned went like this:

“First couple out to the right”

(this means the first couple joins hands and skips to
the couple on their right)

“Round that couple take a little peek”
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Some of the girls in my class that I do-si-doed with. Left to right: Jane Williamson, Ann Shelly
Sherley Goodwin, Elizabeth Smith, Louise Helm, and Judy Herr (photograph from Elizabeth

Smith Tucker)

(Still holding hands the first couple stands in front of
the second couple, then peeks at each other behind
them.)

“Back to the center and swing your sweet”

(The first couple would go the center of the square
and holding hands circle around a few times)

“Round that couple peek once more"
(Peek at each other again around the second couple)
“Back to the center and circle four”

(Form hands with the second couple, and dance in a
circle)

“And on to the next”

(This means that the second couple goes back to
their place and the first couple goes to the third
couple.) The call would then be repeated. There
were calls where we "Do-si-doed” and we even
learned some intricate steps that I can't begin to

describe. We must have square danced at least twice
a week and were able to make the transition back
and forth from medieval England to western sage
brush without serious damage to our psyche

We started writing the Robin Hood operetta
in the fall of 1947, and when the script was done it
was twenty-five pages. There were three acts with
Acts 1 and 2 each having two scenes. Since there
were a lot of songs it probably took over an hour to
perform.  Because of the magnitude of this
production, it deserves a detailed description since it
reflects how at Ballard activities of this sort were
fused with learning. The cast was made up of
students from the fifth through ninth grades and in
all, 24 boys and 55 girls had roles in the play. We
started rehearsals in the gym and it is easy to
imagine the chaos that was present in getting us
organized. We also had a lot of songs to learn and |
remember staying after school to practice singing
“Brown October Ale” with the others who were
Robin Hood'’s men.

My mother was the chairman of the Costume
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Committee and I found some notes she had written
about this experience. First she had to go to the
library and do research, and then Paul Semonin’s
mother, Virginia, drew pictures of all the costumes.
Mrs. Semonin was an artist and my mother said the
results were truly professional. To appreciate the
magnitude of this job, there were 17 people in the
main cast that required their own costume, and the
supporting cast consisted of the following:

7 archers
2 beggars
2 children of nobility
3 flower girls
16 foresters (Robin Hood’s men)
4 knights
5 maidens
9 monks
23 peasants (both male and female)
4 servants (both male and female)

There were also dancers that included;

5 bluebirds
5 redbirds
6 fawns

8 pages

6 sprites

Me in my peasant costume

In all it looks like 122 costumes had to be made. |
remember that there were a variety of peasant
costumes and mine was a bright yellow and was kind
of like a jester. Paul Semonin was a baker and Fritz
Russell a knight. As I recall, my mother got the
costumes for the foresters (Robin Hood's men) at an
Army Surplus store. She purchased the tops and
bottoms of winter underwear and dyed them green.
Over the tops we wore a brown tunic that someone
made. Naturally we wore the traditional Robin
Hood style of hat.

In her notes my mother mentions many trips
to a professional dressmaker, measuring all the cast,
fitting them, and then trying everything on. She
concludes, “But when we finished it really was a
professional piece of work."”

I am sure that a tremendous amount of work
went into researching English ballads and music that
would be appropriate. Elizabeth Smith's mother
directed the dances and I know that the girls spent a
lot of time learning the routines. There was scenery
to make and makeup for 79 people. I know that
most of us had at least one costume change and
some people had three, Tdon't know how all of this
was done but it must have been organized confusion

Fritz Russell as a knight
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An original Robin Hood script

The play was presented on April 23" and
24™ 1948, at Halleck Hall, and since | was backstage
I was not aware that for the first performance the
programs were late. My mother refers to this in her
notes and says:

The day of the first performance the
programs failed to arrive until the middle
of the first act. There was a loud knock
at the side door opening on to the stage.
A Ballard student shouted out, “Santa
Claus”.

I note on the program that under the credits
Mr. Lyndon Everbach (Eric and Gretchen's father) is
listed for Properties. [ am not sure what properties
Mr. Everbach was responsible for except the one that
involved me. The operetta opens with a street scene
where almost everyone is on stage. | play one of the
peasants in this scene and someone decided that as
a touch of realism I should be carrying a live duck.
The Everbach’s had ducks on their property, so
backstage Mr. Everbach had a duck in a cage. At
first I thought it was great that I would be carrying
a live duck, until someone described in detail
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what this duck might do if it became excited. With
all these people on stage, and the commotion of the
first scene, | imagined the worst. | know that | held
that duck tightly as | walked back and forth across
the stage, and was eager to get it back in its cage.

I'm sure to the academic purist, writing an
operetta is not the prescribed curriculum for the
sixth grade. Fortunately, at Ballard it was and it was
a great learning experience for the students.

Before I begin discussing what I did in the
seventh and eighth grades, I should mention some of
the other facets of Ballard . . . especially the Safety
Patrol.  Although Ballard prided itself on its
egalitarian philosophy, there was one way a student
could achieve status, by being on the Safety Patrol.
Even at a “progressive school”, there were things we
couldn't do, and the Safety Patrol played an
important function in enforcing rules on the school
grounds and on the bus.

The primary role of the Safety Patrol was to
maintain order on the school bus. Without
supervision, a bus with eighty to one hundred
exuberant pre-teenagers would be chaos. Even at
the time, the Ballard School bus was unusual and |
have never seen one like it. [ don't know who made
the bus but the interior was unique. It was much
longer that today’s school bus and instead of the
seats being on the sides, a single row ran down the
middle. Along both sides of the bus was a bench
with a padded back and seat. The bus driver was
Mr. C. L. Paxton, fondly known to all us a Packy.
Mr. Paxton got this name because as the bus got full
he would yell, “Tighten up!”, and those sitting on the
benches would squeeze together and scoot toward
the rear of the bus. I know I heard him say this a
thousand times. Usually the bus was so full that
Packy would take little kids and seat them next to
him on top of the housing that covered the engine.
His nickname “Packy” was well deserved.

When 1 first started going to Ballard the
school bus went through Rolling Fields and Indian
Hills and then picked us up on Chippawa, several
hundred yards south of Brownsboro Road (US 42).
At that time there was a side road that ran west back
to Brownsboro Road. From here it went down
Blankenbaker Lane to River Road. Every day we
passed a dilapidated brick farmhouse, with chickens
in the front yard and a hand-painted sign that said
“EGGS", Today that is Locust Grove, the restored
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The office at Ballard School. Left to right - Ninde Wilder, Verna Rupp Monheimer, Roy Cobb,
Alice Kennedy, and Margaret Elrod (photograph from Diane Cobb Cashman)

home of George Rogers Clark (acrually it was
George's brother-in-law’s house.) By the time I was
in the seventh grade the bus went down Brownsboro
Road to Lime Kiln Lane and then to Ballard. Both
routes went through rural country side and there
were few houses, and no subdivisions. | had to walk
about a third of a mile to the bus stop, but people
like Hewett Brown lived almost a half mile away.
Hewett was usually late and it was not unusual, as
the bus was pulling away, for someone to yell, “Here
comes Hewertt!” He would be running, waving his
arms in the air, his shoes untied, his shirttail out, and
his coat falling off of one shoulder. He was a sight to
behold!

[ remember the spring that I was in the sixth
grade Mr. Wilder asked me to be on the Safety
Patrol. 1 was stunned. Usually only seventh, eighth,
and ninth graders were given this responsibility, so
asking a sixth grader was unusual. Naturally I said
yes. Ithink I was asked because at our bus stop the
only people on the Safety Patrol were ninth graders,
who would be graduating, and this would be a
training period for me. As I recall, I didn't give
anyone a citation while I was a sixth grader.

When [ was in the seventh and eighth
grades I was the last Safety Patrol member on the
bus, and since the bus was so full I usually had to
stand on the lower platform next to the door. [ was
therefore the first one off the bus and it was my job
to count the students as they got off. Twould go w
the principal’s office and record this on a sheet of
paper. 1 don't know why this information was
needed because by today's standards our bus would
have violated most existing laws. It was not unusual
for there to be 100 kids on the bus, and when we
went to concerts in Louisville I suspect the number
would be over 125.

There was usually not much trouble on the
bus, although this is a relative evaluation. It is
difficult, no impossible, to have 100 school children
on a bus without creating a degree of chaos. There
were a number of rules that had to be followed; no
one was allowed to chew gum, throw anything, or
change seats., The main rule was no loud talking,
although by nature Hewett Brown’s voice was several
decibels above anyone else. 1 do not wish to be
unfair to Hewett in making this statement, however,
there is data to back it up.
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Autographs of the Class of 1949. This was the last year Ballard went
through the ninth grade so these are from the eighth and ninth grades.
Ballard News, May, 1949



Ballard School:

I, Hewett Brown, leave my loud mouth
to my faithful brother, Peter,

A bequeath never received. Last Will and Testament of Hewett Brown
Ballard News, May, 1950

At school, the Safety Patrol monitored
running in the halls and no one was allowed to play
on the hillsides around the school. There was also no
snow ball throwing around the school (I guess
because a window might be broken). I remember
when [ was in the fifth grade it had been snowing
and on the way to the library we started making
snow balls and throwing them at each other. Right
above us was the eight grade room and a member of
the Safety Patrol sat back in his chair and recorded
all of our names. We all got citations.

Inside the school the main rule was that we
could not run in the ramp that connected the two
main classroom areas. For some reason this ramp,
which had a slight downward slope, invited running,
and in spite of our teacher yelling, “Don't run!”
someone always did. Actually, the teachers were in
charge of behavior inside the school and anyone
who was excessively rowdy (a certain level of
rowdiness was acceptable) would be sent to the
office to sit in a chair . . . unless it was already
occupied by Hugh Shwab.

Lime Kiln Lane ran past the school and one
of our playgrounds was on the other side of the road.
Although there wasn't much traffic, before
and after school a Safety Patrol member was always
on guard at the road and you had to ask permission
to cross, This was usually done by running up to the
edge of the road and yelling “Cross?" If anyone was
in violation of one of these rules they were told, “You
are going up.” These were dreaded words to hear
because it meant you had to appear in court and “Go
up” before Mr. Wilder.,

Safety Patrol Court was held one morning a
week in the lunchroom and Mr. Wilder served as the
judge. As I recall, court was held at ten o'clock on
Wednesday morning and if you were on the Safety
Patrol you were excused from class around 9:30 so
you could deliver your citations. Each member of
the Safety Patrol had a small pad (about four by four
inches) of citations. The teachers all knew about this
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and you could walk in a class and give someone a
citation. In most cases, especially for the little kids,
“Going Up" was a traumatic experience. When [ was
in the eighth grade Morton Boyd was the Captain of
the Safety Patrol and Llew Spears was the
Lieutenant. I was the secretary and recorded each
case and its outcome. As everyone filed into the
lunchroom they gave their citation to Mr. Wilder and
he placed them in a stack in front of him. The court
started with Mr. Wilder calling out the name on the
first citation. The person on the Safety Patrol who
issued the citation would say something like, “I got
him Mr. Wilder, he was chewing gum on the
bus." There was usually an immediate denial and
Mr. Wilder had to calm down the accused party.
Both sides got to present their case and then Mr.
Wilder would give the verdict. Not all cases resulted
in a guilty verdict and sometimes Mr. Wilder would
just tell someone to be careful. 1 know that when I
was in the fourth or fifth grade I “went up" for
something 1 did after I got off the school bus in the
afternoon. 1argued that this happened after school
was out and | was not on school property. Mr.
Wilder dropped the charges.

My Safety Patrol Badge
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SAFTEY PATROL

There vas a record made at the meet-

ing February 8th,

The meeting was the

largest that there has been this year.
There were twenty=four people being taken

upe
Fatrolmen.

Among them were fidve of the Safety

Ballard News exposes misconduct among the Safety Patrol
Ballard News, March, 1950

The one case that I remember involved a
third or fourth grade boy hitting a fifth or sixth grade
girl. Both of these were kids from poor families and
the boy's defense was that the girl had spit on his
new shoes. 1 think there is an old tradition of
spitting on new shoes and that is what happened in
this case. I remember that regardless of what was
said, the boy just kept repeating, in a drawl, “She
spat on my shoes”, as though this justified his
actions. Finally, Mr. Wilder told the boy not to hit
anyone again and dismissed the case.

The first time you were found guilty of a
violation you were given a “Warning”. [believe that
subsequent violations resulted in a second and third
“Warning", but after this you were given a “Charge”,
You were now approaching serious trouble. If you
got three “Charges” the penalties started. First, you
were asked to write something a hundred times, but
after that you could be put “On Silence” which
meant you couldn’t talk on the bus. For people like
Hewett Brown this had to be a living hell. It may
seem generous to allow so many mistakes before any
real punishment is administrated, but you gathered
up “Warnings" and “Charges” for the entire school
year. There were many talented kids at Ballard who
had no trouble messing up six or more times a year.
If you continued to appear in Safety Patrol court it
could mean a trip to the furnace room.

“The Furnace Room” was the most feared
place at Ballard and was in the basement just off the
main entry room, and behind the glass cases where
school supplies, candy and novelties were sold.
Often the door was open and we would peer into it
with a combination of fear and curiosity. The only
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light was a single, bare light bulb that hung from a
cord and it was able to illuminate just a portion of
the room. No telling what was back in those dark
corners. Since the furnace was coal-fired, the room
was dirty and cobwebs were the calling cards of its
only residents. The furnace seemed immense (from
the perspective of someone in grade school) with
heating ducts going in every direction. The furnace
room was particularly menacing because it was here
that Mr. Wilder took people to be spanked. 1
seriously doubt if anyone was spanked (actually
paddled) that hard. The real punishment was having
to go down those steps into that dirty, dark room.
Every now and then a rumor would spread that
someone had been taken to “The Furnace Room” so
we knew this person had really been bad.

As a reward for being on the Safety Patrol,
we were allowed to miss school for a day and the
school bus took us to Louisville to see a movie. The
first time I went we saw Phantom of the Opera with
Claude Raines. It was so exciting that I had to see
the phantom unmasked and missed the bus back to
school.

I still have my Safety Patrol badge and many
of my friends who where on the Safety Patrol at
other schools said that there was a firm rule that
your badge had to be turned in at the end of the
year. The year I graduated from Ballard, 1950, was
the last year that there was to be a seventh and
eighth grade and I guess the end of the Safety Patrol.
I was never told to turn in my badge.

I mentioned that adjacent to the door
leading to the furnace room where glass cases where
we could buy school supplies, candy and novelties.
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These enterprises were run by the students and each
student had the opportunity to buy stock, and get a
dividend at the end of the year. The thing that I
recall about the bookstore was our notebook paper.
It was made by Top Flight and each pack of paper
had a blue band around it with a picture of an
airplane. It was possible to save these bands and
send them to the paper company for a prize. |
remember that for 1,000 bands you could get a
radio, Wow! Having your own radio to listen to the
Lone Ranger had to be the ultimate in luxury. One
of my classmates, Fritz Russell, worked in the
bookstore and when someone purchased notebook
paper he asked them for the band. I believe he got
1,000 of them and received a radio. Fritz then
started collecting them for me and when 1 got 800 1
sent them in and got a tennis racket.

Ballard actively supported scouting and
there was a Cub Scout Pack, and Boy, Girl and
Brownie Scout Troops. When St. Francis in the
Field Church was started the Cub Scour Pack and
Girl Scouts met there. The Boy Scout troop was
number 109 and it met in the gym one evening a
week. It was an active troop and we participated in
all the local camporees. One feature of the Ballard
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troop that might be considered unusual, was our
mode of transportation to scout camping events.
While I was in the troop we went to at least three
camporees and each time we piled in the back of a
large whiskey truck. 1 believe Lee Brown’s father
provided it for us, and we could get the entire troop
and all our gear in one. 1 recall that there were
usually comments when we left, or arrived, in a
truck with a large picture of an Old Forester bottle
on the side.

No discussion of Ballard would be complete
without mentioning the lunchroom, As I recall,
there was always an "interesting” aroma in the
building where the kitchen and lunchroom were
located. I suspect that it emitted years of cooking
odors had been absorbed into the walls. I know that
we could always tell when we were having spinach
because of the pungent smell, and this is probably
why today there are Ex-Ballardites who refuse 1o eat
spinach.

Our lunches at Ballard differed from most
public schools, and instead of being cafeteria style
we all had the same thing. The handout leaflet for
parents states that, “No child is permitted to bring

Ballard’s Boy Scout Troop 109 - 1948 (left to right: Coleman Groves, Don Janzen,
Dougie Roy, Paul Semonin, Bobby Butler, Don Cooke, Bill Martin, Bill Schaaf, Fritz
Russell, Paul Wilder, Jim Drautman, and Bill Goodwin)

27.



his own lunch.” I remember we didn't have to pay
for these each day, but our parents payed a fixed
amount each month. 1 believe it was four or five
dollars, and my parents gave me a check to deliver to
someone in the kitchen. The poor children paid
nothing since the school participated in the
government school lunch program (statement in
leaflet for parents, 1949-1950).

The lunchroom had at one time been a
classroom, and even though we ate in shifts it was
too small to hold everyone. Two tables had been put
in the hall across from the seventh and eighth grade
classrooms to accommodate the overflow, As 1
recall, we considered the hall the preferred place to
sit since teachers sat in the main lunchroom and we
were more or less on our own.

The seventh, eighth, and ninth ate last, right
after recess, and after a stirring game of football or
basketball we were usually starved. [ remember
that the food was already on the tables in large,
white serving bowls, and if there was still food in the
kitchen we could get second and third helpings. 1

usually sat in the hall and we would pile our plates
until they overflowed, and rush the empty bowl back
to the kitchen to insure that we would get second
helpings. | can remember a few of the things that
we were served; sauerkraut and mashed potatoes,
Shepherd's Pie, peas, fish on Friday, and yes, that
wonderful spinach.

One of the main characteristics of the
students who went to Ballard was their comradery.
Besides having the grades intermingle in events, like
the Easter Egg hunt, Ballard students interacted
when they were not at school. My classmates were
always having parties and many kids from Ballard
took dancing lessons at the Louisville Country Ciub.
Many Ballard families went to St. Francis in the
Fields church and the St. Francis softball team, The
Outfielders, was made up entirely of Ballard
students. One summer a group of us went to Camp
Piomingo together for two weeks, and during spring
break we went to Washington D.C. and Williamsburg
on trips sponsored by the Crescent Hill Women's
Club. There were memorable parties and I
remember the party given by Mary Clowes, Her

Playing softball at Louise Hcim‘s. Back rw, standing left to right, Nancy Helm, Lee

Brown, Don Cooke, Don Janzen; on ground left to right, Bruce Haldeman, Elizabeth
Smith, Lawrence Smith; umpire, Clay Morton, catching, Paul Semonin, batter,
Sherley Goodwin. (photograph from Louise Helm Bessire)
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parents were in the process of moving and she had a
dance in the house before the furniture arrived.

I remember the Halloween party that my
classmate Eric Everbach had at his house when | was
in the sixth grade. Eric lived on the southeast corner
of Blankenbaker Road and River Road and the
property had several buildings on it. The main
residence was a large two story brick structure that
was at least 100 years old. The house had been
empty for years and was perfect for this kind of
party. It was dark and spooky and we could go into
various rooms where adults had things for us to do.
Naturally we bobbed for apples in one room. We
were led blindfolded into another room and told
that there had been a terrible car accident and the
remains of people had been saved. Bowls were
passed around and you were supposed to feel what
was in them. In one there were peeled grapes and
they were supposed to be eyeballs, and there was a
bowl of warm thick liquid that we were made to
believe was blood. The bowl of cold, wet spaghetti
was intestines. To a sixth grader this makes a
lasting impression. | recently talked to Paul Semonin
and mentioned that T was writing about Ballard.

He said not to forget to tell about Eric’s party and the
bowls of things we had to feel. That was over fifty
years ago and I'm sure that many others who
attended that party also remember it.

The seventh grade meant several big
changes. Inclass we no longer had just one teacher,
but a different teacher for each subject. The day was
divided into periods and a bell rang announcing
when they were over, In the seventh grade we had
English, math, science, history, geography, and
music. Mr, Julian Dorsey was our music teacher and
he was the one teacher that we had every year. He
was a very gentle person and I don't remember him
ever raising his voice, although occasionally we
deserved it. Our assignments were now more
challenging, but the teachers had a way of making
learning fun.

I still remember in seventh grade science we
studied the solar system, and to appreciate its size
we reconstructed it on the playground. | forget what
we used for the sun (a large ball or balloon), but
from this we calculated the relative size of the
the planets. We converted miles into fractions of an

Mr. Julian Dorsey
Eastern High School Yearbook, 1951
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inch and then went to the playground, and with a
measuring tape laid out the solar system. At the
location of each planet was a student holding a
marble, or ball bearing, that represented the relative
size of that planet to the sun. As I recall, someone
got as far as Smock’s Pond, which was outside the
playground, and we finally realized that we didn't
have enough room for all the planets.

One of the “educational tools” that we got in
the seventh grade (and maybe in the sixth) was a
publication called the Weekly Reader. This was a
small newspaper put out for school children, and 1
suspect its purpose was to get us in the habit of
reading the newspaper. We would spend class time
discussing the articles, but things like pasturized
milk did not spark my interest. Anyway, I already
read the newspaper. Every morning | scanned the
Sports Page to see if the Louisville Colonels had won
and followed this by faithfully reading Buzz Sawyer
and Dick Tracy. I believe my classmate, Lee Brown,
expressed my opinion of the Weekly Reader when he
took his and wadded it into a ball.

I don't recall having any major projects in
the seventh and eighth grades, like Robin Hood in
the sixth grade, but our assignments were getting
harder. I remember in the eighth grade we were
expected to hand in a theme every Monday morning,
This was a painful assignment and on Sunday
evening I struggled to get it completed. | remember
that one of the more innovative themes [ wrote was
on wastebaskets, and I described and analyzed the
contents of all the wastebaskets in our house.

Mr. Roy Cobb was our history teacher, and
as I have mentioned, he was a World War 11 veteran
and had been stationed in the Pacific. | remember
that he devoted several weeks of class to relating his
experiences. He described in detail how the ships
would line up in preparation for invading an island,
and the procedure that was followed in establishing
a beachhead. He described how Kamikaze pilots
would attack their ships and what happened if they
were successful, We always had a lot of questions
and enjoyed learning history this way.

Our most massive assignment was in history
and we had to write a one-page biography of each
U.S. president, Fortunately at that time there were
only thirty-two presidents, but that translated into a
thirty-two page report. We were given the
assignment months in advance, but almost everyone
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postponed starting on it until several days before it
was due. Several of my classmates had to stay up all
night to get it finished. 1had at least gotten as far as
Andrew Johnson, but I also had to stay up late (but
not all night) for several nights to get it done. I
remember that my parents were very upset with me
and I received several long lectures on the
consequences of procrastination.

My report on the presidents

Sports were a very important part of Ballard
and for a school our size we had excellent facilities.
There were large playground areas on the flood plain
of the Ohio River where there was enough room for
us to play three or four games of touch football at a
time. Besides being a teacher, Mr. Roy Cobb was
also the athletic director. He did an excellent job
and was one of the most respected members of the
faculty. In the fourth grade he taught us a version of
soccer. The only variation was that to score the ball
had to cross a goal line instead of going in a netted
cage. It was still very competitive because a team
could have four or five goalies lined up along the
goal line. Almost everyone in my class had athletic
ability and we learned the game quickly. |
remember that one day Mr. Cobb came into our
class while we were in the middle of some lesson
and told our teacher, Mrs. Payton, that he was
teaching the eighth grade boys to play soccer. He
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told them he thought the fourth grade could beat
them, and asked her permission for us to be excused
so we could play the eighth grade. She readily
agreed. We were really excited and had no doubt
that we (a bunch of ten-year olds) could beat teen
age eighth graders. It was a bright, sunny fall day
and when it was over we had beaten the eighth
grade.

Until the seventh grade, boys and girls had
recess together and we played soccer, kickball,
volleyball, and softball. I remember while we were in
the sixth grade Mr. Cobb got the boys out of class
and told us we should stop being rough with the
girls. I guess we did treat them like “boys”, but then
people like Doris Horton could beat up any of us. I
still remember how hard she could hit you.
Naturally if Mr. Cobb told us to do something we did
it. He was like our father away from home and we
all highly respected him. He finished by saying, all
right, let's choose up teams and play volleyball. It
was the first time just the boys had played.

In the seventh grade recess became much
more organized and the seventh, eighth and ninth
grades had recess together. We all eagerly awaited
it and 1 guess we must have dashed from the
classroom when the bell rang for recess. One of the
younger children explained it to one of our mother's
this way, “When the bell rings the door opens and
they all fall out.”

We played touch football in the fall,
basketball from late November through February,
volleyball until warm weather, and then softball. We
started each sport the same way. Mr. Cobb would
announce the captains and they would alternate in
selecting who would be on their team. There were
four football teams, six basketball teams, and [ forget
how many volleyball and softball teams. After the
teams had been chosen each captain got to select a
color for their team. The next day we would each
bring in one of our father’s sleeveless undershirts and
Mr. Cobb would have pots with boiling dye in them,
We would put our shirt in the pot with our team
color. [t gave a very impressive appearance when
everyone was outside playing. We each had a locker
where we kept our shirt, shorts, and a pair of tennis
shoes. As | recall, we played the entire season
without washing our shirts. Mr. Cobb posted the
schedule of games in the gym, along with the
standings, and naturally they were always listed in
the Ballard News.
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The highest sporting achievement you could
get at Ballard was a school letrter. We called it a
“Ballard B", and it was gold since Ballard’s colors
were blue and gold. You had to be in at least the
seventh grade to get a Ballard B, and when there
was a ninth grade it was unusual for seventh graders
to get them. At the last assembly of the year Mr.
Cobb awarded these to both boys and girls who had
demonstrated outstanding (perhaps a better word is
“good”) athletic ability. As I have mentioned, there
were a lot of good athletes in my class and in the
seventh grade almost all of us got our “B". I wasn't
expecting it and it was a great thrill. My “B” had a
star on it which meant you had been a team captain,
A number of us got them because Mr, Cobb knew we
would be captains the next year. After assembly [
photographed all my classmates with their “B".

A Ballard B

There was always a high degree of
sportsmanship when we played, although we did get
into vehement arguments about someone being off-
sides, or catching the ball out of bounds. We never
taunted the other team if we beat them and I'm sure
Mr. Cobb would have never allowed this kind of
behavior,

I remember when I was in the seventh grade
Mr. Cobb told us that the floor of the gym needed to
be varnished and the lines repainted. [ believe it was
over Christmas vacation that we all spent several
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days working in the gym and when classes resumed
the job was done,

When I was in the eighth grade the county
grade schools decided to have a basketball
tournament. To my knowledge it was the first time
it had ever been done and Mr. Cobb called the eighth
grade boys together for a serious meeting. He told
us that he had signed us up for the tournament and
we were going to start having practices. Our brand
of basketball was based on intuition and we never
had any plays. Mr. Cobb decided to change this and
he taught us two basic plays. We were not too
comfortable with this disciplined approach to the
game but it looked good on paper and we learned
how to do them.

Our uniforms for this tournament were
unusual. One of my classmates was Don Cooke and
his father owned a Nash automobile dealership. One
of their latest models was called the Air-Flyte. On
our own we were putting together a team with this
name, and even had uniforms made. Mr. Cobb
decided that since we had these uniforms we should
wear them in the tournament.

My Air Flyte uniform
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In the eighth grade I was five feet, seven inches, but
this made me the second tallest. Fritz Russell was six
feet, and obviously the first string Center. The
guards were Paul Semonin and Lawrence Smith, and
Llew Spears and Morton Boyd were forwards, The
tournament was held at the Kentucky Children’s
Home gym on LaGrange Road, February 20-22
1950.

There were fifteen teams in the tournament
and they were separated into an Eastern and
Western division. Ballard was in the Eastern Division
and our first game was against Middletown. We
started trying to use the plays we had learned, but
were just not comfortable with this brand of
basketball. I remember that the score was either
tied, or we were behind, and Mr. Cobb called a time
out. He told us were to forget the plays and go back
to our old way of playing. We ended up winning
that game 40 to 13. We won our next two games by
margins of 24 and 19 points, and faced Prestonia in
the finals. In the Western Division the games had all
been close with seven points being the highest
winning margin. We beat Prestonia 43 to 18.

After the game there were lot of
photographers taking our picture and I recall I was
standing next to Mr. Cobb. He leaned over and told
me to remember the moment because | may never
again have so may photographers taking my picture
at once. He was right. .. and I do remember.

As long as I was at Ballard the side doors to
the gymnasium (where Santa Claus entered) were
never locked and you could go in at any time, turn
on the lights, and play basketball. The classrooms
and office were locked, but our main interest was
playing in the gym.

Our social life escalated in the seventh grade
and we could now participate in the dances
sponsored by the Social Committee. | have already
mentioned the Pajama Party where everyone came
dressed in pajamas. There were lots of other parties
as well. My classmates had dances at their homes,
there were the G.G.G. parties. We also became
aware of games like “Spin the Bottle. | recall that
there were two kinds of parties, those that went from
8:00 o'clock to 11:00 PM and others from 8:30 to
11:30 PM. Naturally the later the party the more |
liked it. At most of these parties the livingroom
rug would be rolled up so we could dance and
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Ballard's eighth grade county champions. Front row left to right, Paul Semonin, Doug
Blackburn, Don Cooke, Lawrence Smith, Larry Leis; back row left to right, Morton Boyd,
Raymond Coy, Llew Spears, Mr. Roy Cobb, Bruce Haldeman, Norman Wheatley, Fritz
Russell, Don Janzen

Jefferson County Grade School Tournament
February 20-23, 1950

Game 1 Ballard 40 - Middletown 13

Game 2 Ballard 37 - Masonic Home 13

Game 3 Ballard 25 - Kentucky Children’s Home 6
Game 4 Ballard 43 - Prestonia 18 (Championship)
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a record player provided music by artists like Jo
Stafford singing about “pyramids along the Nile".
Soon we discovered that it was easier to dance with
the lights off. This led to “dancing close”, and we
immediately learned that this was much better than
“Round that couple, take a little peek”. | doubrt if
these discoveries can be attributed to “Ballard
creativity” but instead were probably hormonally
inspired. 1 remember the first time | danced close |
was dancing with Sherley Goodwin the way I had
been taught at dancing class. She informed me that
I was doing it wrong and pulled me closer. From
this | gained an appreciation of aggressive women.

While I was at Ballard there were a number
of fads that swept the school and I guess these
should be mentioned. There was a Yo-Yo craze
during which time everyone brought a Yo-Yo to
school, Before and after school, at lunchtime, and at
recess, there were kids playing with their Yo-Yo. For
the true Yo-Yo enthusiast not just any kind would do,
it had to be the Genuine Tournament one made by
Duncan. There was a correct way to make the loop
that went around your finger and the loop had to go
on the end of your middle finger, never on your
index finger. The Yo-Yo had to be thrown by
having your palm up and flipping it over the end of
vour finger. There were also special methods of

A yo-yo I had at Ballard

rewinding the string besides holding the Yo-Yo in
one hand and winding the string with the other.
Only beginners did this. There were a number of
maneuvers that you had to learn, like “Walking the
Dog”, “Around the World", “Sleeping Beauty" and
“Rocking the Baby”, Playing with a yo-yo was not
always safe, particularly if the string broke while
doing "Around the World", This would send it
careening in an unpredictable direction and possibly
land the operator in Hugh Shwab's chair

Mary Clowes and Fritz Russell dancing at a Ballard social function
(photograph from Mary Clowes Taylor)
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There was a brief fad where everyone had a
bean shooter, and while we all loved them, they
were not popular with the teachers. Bean shooters
were brightly colored plastic tubes, about a foot long,
three-eights of an inch in diameter, and the
ammunition consisted of dried, white navy beans. A
mouthful could be expelled at a rapid rate of speed.
As 1 recall they were soon outlawed.

A more benign fad started when [ was in the
sixth or seventh grade and that was collecting
laying cards. The attraction was the picture on the
back of the card. Cards pictures were classified into
such categories as; horses, dogs, ships, people, and
flowers. We kept our cards sorted with rubber bands
around the various categories. 1 remember that Man
of War was a particularly valuable horse card and
The Blue Boy and Pinky were two sought after
people. Everyday we brought our cards to school
and traded rhem. I believe the Safety Patrol even
allowed us to trade them on the bus. It was not
unusual for someone to have a hundred cards. This
was the only fad that I can remember where girls
and boys of all ages participated as equals. In fact,
as | recall, girls had some of the best collections. It
was also the only fad that T remember where
teachers didn't have some kind of rule that worked
to our disadvantage.
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I have tried to convey that at Ballard
creativity was encouraged, and while T believe the
teachers were successful in doing this, at times Dr,
Jekyll tums into the Mr. Hyde. 1 guess what
happened in the eighth grade is an excellent example
of creativity run amuck. Poor Miss Purdy, she was
one of our eighth grade teachers and this was her
first teaching job. After her experience with us I
wonder why she didn't quit teaching and go to
work in a factory. It would have been easier, The
trick that we played on her (The Buzzer in the Wall
Incident) has got to be an all time classic. Actually
Albert Woody was the instigator and it was an
elaborate plan. First, I should explain that the room
was laid out with blackboards wall-to-wall on the
front and side walls. The back of the class was all
windows that looked out onto a woods that went
down to the area where the May Day Festival was
held. The desks were arranged facing the front of
the room, except those next to the side wall
blackboards, and these faced in toward the middle
of the room. The classroom had high ceilings and
there was a transom above the door that was
covered with a metal grate, The scene is now set.
Albert was the mechanical and electrical genius of
the class and one day when school was over, and
everyone was gone, he and Buddy Kenney took
several of the blackboards out of their frames.
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Ballard teachers (left to right: Marion Prentiss, Martha
Purdy (“Poor Miss Purdy), Elizabeth Libby
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Albert removed the grate from the transom and hid
a buzzer in the wall. A wire from the buzzer was
run on top of the framing over the door, then across
the front of the room and down one of the side
walls. The blackboards were replaced thus hiding
the wire. Albert’s desk was against one of the side
walls and he mounted a button under the chalk
board railing. With the back of his desk against the
railing all he had to do was lean back in his seat,
press against the chalk railing and the buzzer would
go off.  As I said, poor Miss Purdy. The next day
after class had started, the first time Miss Purdy
opened the door Albert leaned back in his seat and
the buzzer went off. Miss Purdy jumped back with
surprise and the buzzer kept going until she closed
the door, at which time Albert leaned forward and
the buzzer went off. She was obviously aware that
closing the door stopped the noise so she opened the
door again and off went the buzzer. She repeatedly
opened and closed the door, always with the same
results. By this time, those of us in the class who
knew what was happening were rolling in the aisles.
Finally, totally confused by what was creating this
strange noise, Miss Purdy went to the office and
brought Mr. Wilder to the class. She explained in
detail what had happened and opened and closed
the door a number of times. Nothing happened! I
can still see them looking up at the transom and Miss
Purdy pointing to the source of the noise. No doubt
Mr. Wilder thought Miss Purdy had gone over the
edge, because he finally left. Bewildered by the
incident Miss Purdy once again opened the door and
Albert sounded the buzzer. The class erupted in
laughter.

It is interesting to note what wasn't at
Ballard, and in retrospect | remember that there
were no clubs, 1don't count scouting since this was
something open to everyone. When I got to high
school there were two honor societies, a club for
students who had earned a school letter, a science
club, and many others. There was none of this at
Ballard. At Ballard I don't recall any emphasis ever
being placed on grades. In fact, we didn't get
traditional report cards with letter grades, but the
teacher did a written evaluation of each student. |
believe in this evaluation we were ranked in
“Quartiles”. We all knew that some members of our
class excelled in certain things, and there were some
who learned faster than others. People like
Elizabeth Smith had musical abilities, Eric Everbach
had and excellent singing voice, and Paul Semonin
was the best artist in our class. There was not an

-36-

Assembly program that honored the top academic
student, the top art student, or the student who did
the best writing. I believe this was intentional and
insightful. Not all students develop at the same rate,
and aptitudes that may appear to be absent will
blossom later., Giving awards was not consistent
with the feeling at Ballard that we all had potential.

Education is not instruction in
subject matter. It is the unfolding of
all the latent potentialities in human
nature,

Ninde Wilder, 1950

In retrospect I appreciate the way that | was
educated at Ballard. We were certainly taught to
express ourselves in writing and be creative. The
Ballard News was an outlet for our writing and
having us learn history by writing plays was an
excellent way for us to hone these skills. We thought
it was fun. We were certainly well prepared for high
school and when I went to Eastern, each year our
class president was one of my Ballard classmates.

Those of us who attended Ballard School
considered it a jewel. My account reflects only one
of the many facets . . . the perspective of an
enthusiastic young boy. There is also the Ballard
School as experienced by girls, and the memories of
the younger students looking for Easter eggs with
their partner, and dancing with one of the older
boys or girls at the Christmas Party. [am sure that
everyone has a “Buzzer in the Wall" storv to tell and
a memory that is special for them.

The last assembly of the year was always
very important. A class was graduating and the
school letter (The Ballard B) was presented to
seventh, eight, and ninth graders. Every year the
girls cried, but 1950 was a very special year because
it signaled an end to many aspects of the school. In
the future, Ballard would only go through the sixth
grade. Many of the traditions, like the eighth and
ninth graders performing with first and second
graders, would be lost. What would happen to the
Ballard News and how could a sixth grader be Santa
Claus at the Christmas Party? It really was the end
of an era. Singing the school song that vear was very
meaningful.
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Ballard School Song

(Washington and Lee fight song tune)

Let's give a lasting cheer for Ballard School
To her we pledge our loyalty

With colors waving high of gold and blue
We love her everyone ,we do, we do, we do

At basketball and baseball we are fine
Against our foes we keep a steady line

So let’s fight, fight, fight, for our dear school
The gold and blue, Ballard School
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More Memories



Classmates of mine while I was at Ballard
1945 - 1950

BOYS GIRLS

Gary Bailey Sallie Bingham
Joe Bell Mary Clowes
Doug Blackburn Betty Jean Golff
Morton Boyd Sherley Goodman
Lee Brown Marion Head
Don Cooke Louise Helm
Raymond Coy Judy Herr

Earl Crabtree Doris Horton
Jamie Davis Regina Lucus

Eric Everbach

Naomi Moore

Bruce Haldeman Helen Murry
Freddy Head Martha Norman
Jack Hunt Linda Rogers
Marcus Kinsloe Deloris Sheehan
Buddy Keeney Ann Shelley
Larry Leis Elizabeth Smith
Clay Morton Helen Tinnell
Doug Roy Jane Williamson

Fritz Russell
Fulton Satterley
Paul Semonin
Lawrence Smith
Llew Spears
Larry Sweeney
Ross Todd
Rodney Wells

Norman Wheatley
Albert Woody

Note: I remembered most of these people, but referred to my copies of the Ballard News,
and the Robin Hood program to refresh my memory. Some of the people listed
above were my classmates for only a year or two, and there are several others who
were in my class for only several months. If I have failed to list you please forgive
me. Chalk it up to the aging process.
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The Will of the Ninth Grade Class - 1946
Ballard News - May 17, 1946
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Another Ballard School Song

These lyrics were found in the files at The Chance School. Six glass lantern slides

had been xeroxed onto a sheet of paper and these lyrics were on two of the slides. They

were both untitled, but were numbered 1 and 2 (for the first and second verse). | don’t

remember ever singing this song, but I have probably forgotten many of the songs we

sang.

We're the students of Ballard School,
You hear so much about.

The people stop and stare at us,
Whenever we go out.

We're not a bit stuck up,

About the clever things we do.

Most everybody likes us,

And we hope You'll like us too.

We come from the river,

From the hills and from the towns,

The cities and the vale,

And all the country round.

We like to come to Ballard School,

We never miss a day.

We do our work, and take our part,
At lessons or at play.
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Three of the pamphlets written by Ninde Wilder. (left - 1950, untitled, answers
questions that parents might have; middle - 1948, Vocational Aptitudes; right -
1947, The Plight of the Teacher
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The Furnace Room

“Going to the furnace room” were words that sent fear through a Ballard student
because it was here that spankings were administered by Mr. Wilder. There were a number
of activities that could result in a trip to the furnace room. Jock Davenport and Alex
Humphrey made the trip because they were caught having an eraser fight while the teacher
was out of the room. Excessive appearances in Safety Patrol court might also result in a
paddling. Now, over fifty years later, some first-hand accounts have surfaced that describe
the ritual of going to the furnace room. I am sure that no one will be surprised that the
main source of information comes from Hugh Shwab. It appears that sitting in the office
chair was not always sufficient to rectify Hugh's behavior. There were rumors that the
paddle was a ping pong paddle, but our authority describes it more like a fraternity paddle
... and to decrease wind resistence there were holes in it! This was verified by Bill Wells,
who was also a member of what will be called The Order of the Paddle. According to our
experts, Mr. Wilder liked to take several people at a time to the furnace room to heighten
the experience as one witnessed others receiving the end of the paddle. In preparation for
punishment you had to lean over a wooden bench so the target was in clear view. It seems
that the blows were not “love pats” and about three could be expected. Alex and Jock got
a dozen licks with a ruler. Bill Wells said that people often cried, but it was more from hurt
feelings than pain.

It was long rumored that only boys went to the furnace room, but it has now been
revealed that at least three girls made the trip down those stairs into this chamber. All are
now respected members of the community and it would serve no useful purpose to identify
them as Marg Spears Susan Creal and Missy Martain. In a personal interview with these
parties it was discovered that although they were taken to the Furnace Room, no spanking
was administered. It was probably what today we would call a “scare tactic”.

Known Members of The Order of the Paddle

Hugh Shwab (Grand Master) Jack Hunt

Jimmy Bates Rutledge Lilly

Donald Bell Bobby Martin

Hewett Brown Fulton Satterley

Jock (John) Davenport David Simpson

David Etheridge Bill Wells

Phil Faversham Susan Creal (Honorary member)
Howard Hall Marg Spears (Honorary member)

Alex Humphrey Missy Martin (Honarary member)
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The Thorndike dictionary that was sold in the bookstore
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Burton Shelley - Wanted for questioning
© The Courier Journal - 11/25/45

WARRANT FCR ARREST

2 {é ;19_'}_/7
To @:}:ian A(Shﬁ[_@/fimdeb_

You are hereby notified to appear
before the regular meeting of the Safe-
ty Patrol at 9:50 o'clock today.

Be sure to bring this ticket with
you when you appear at the meeting.

zSa§e¥y T;ai,rqtmn ;

DO ¥OT FOLD

Safety Patrol citation issued to Burton Shelley
(from the files of Shelley Forbes)
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Ballard teachers also had fun
Marion Prentiss (front) and Elizabeth Smith (rear)
(photograph from Elizabeth Smith Tucker)

In vicinity of Mars, one blue elephant.

An item obviously lost on a Ballard field trip
Ballard News - March, 1949
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Ballard Events
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ROBIN HOOD

Presented at the Louisville Children's Theatre
April 23 and 24, 1948

Halleck Hall

Written by the Sixth Grade, Ballard School

CAST OF CHARACTERS

BOYS (24)

Ron Baquie - Forester

Morton Boyd - Monk

Gordon Brigham - Knight, Monk, Forester
Lee Brown - Forester, Child of Nobility
Eric Everbach - Allan-a-Dale, Monk

Bill Goodman - Jack the Potter, Knight, Forester

Larry Grauman - Lord Fitzwalter

Teddy Isaacs - Will Stutely, Knight, Forester

Jackie Hunt - Monk, Forester

Donald Janzen - Forester, Peasant

Penny Kemp - Little John

Calvin Libby - Forester, Servant

Johnny Lord - Much the Milier, The Herald,
Forester

Billy Martin - Friar Tuck

Dougie Roy - Arthur Bland, Monk, Forester

Fritz Russell - Will Scarlett , Knight, Forester

Billy Schaaf - Forester, Servant

Joe Scheirich - Robin Hood

Wayne Schmeideknect - Peasant

Paul Semonin - Forester

David Simpson - Sheriff

Llew Spears - Forester, Peasant

Rodney Wells - Forester, Child of Nobility

Paul Wilder - King Richard

GIRLS (55)
Carlo Bristow - Peasant

Lois Brown - Peasant
Margaret Campbell - Bulebird

Barbara Clarke - sister of Lady Marian, Maiden,

Peasant
Mary Clowes - Monk, Sprite, Peasant
Diane Cobb - Page
Polly Cochran - Fawn
Nancy Creal - Archer, Maiden
Susan Creal - Page
Iva Embry - Fawn
Gretchen Everbach - Berngere, Archer
Marjorie Gadd - Peasant

Brooke Garlove - Archer, Bluebird
Barbara Goodwin - Page

Sherley Goodwin - Monk, Sprite, Peasant
Georgine Griswold - Maiden

Jane Haldeman - Page

Betty Lee Hall - Flower Girl

Jane Hamrick - Bluebird

Marian Head - Redbird

Louise Helm - Sprite, Peasant

Jesse Herr - Archer

Shirley Holmes - Maiden

Ann Humphrey - Fawn

Adele Irving - Servant

Peggy Karem - Bluebird

Sherry Keith - Page

Robin LaVeille - Bluebird

Regina Lucas - Peasant

Helen Murray - Redbird, Peasant
Martha Norman - Sprite, Peasant
Nancy Ann Norris - Fawn

Nancy Offutt - Archer, Fawn

Ina Jean Purvis - Peasant, Flower Girl
Lucille Reneau - Beggar

Linda Rogers - Redbird, Peasant
Jeanette Rowlette - Page

Judy Rule - Lady Marian

Judy Scheirich - Fawn

Vianne Seabolt - Page

Delois Sheehan - Peasant

Ann Shelley - Monk, Sprite, Peasant
Libby Skaggs - Peasant

Elizabeth Smith - Monk, Redbird, Peasant
Olivia Smith - Servant

Meredith Smythe - Messenger, Sprite, Peasant
Norma Stassel - Peasant

Peggy Steiner - Beggar

Elizabeth Tinnell - Archer

Helen Tinnell - Peasant, Flower Girl
Gayle Unterreiner - Archer

Mary Wallace - Maiden

Mary Wilder - Page

Juanita Wilhoyte - Peasant

Jane Williamson - Redbird



Ballard School:

Robin Hood program
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The Harvest Supper - 1944

: S .5
Harriet Quin (left) and Jane Smith ncy Offutt (left) and Sherry Wells (right)
(right) put on makeup to prepare for peek through the curtain at the audience

a dance © The Courier-Journal 12/3/44 © The Courier-Journal 12/3/44

Bruce Smith (left) and Jimmy Offutt

(right) prepare for a boxing match
© The Courier-Journal 12/3/44
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The Harvest Supper - 1945

Mrs. Elizabeth Smith applies makeup
to Brooke Garlove (seated) and
Adele Irving for their Hansel and

Gretel skit. @ The Courier-Journal
11/25/45

Ballard students enjoy the show.
Louise Helm, front; Jack Hunt and
Ann Shelley, center row, Barbara

Sinclair and Freddie Head rear
© The Courier-Journal 11/25/45

Frank Thompson, left, and
George Norton give a radio
| news satire

4 © The Courier-Journal 11/25/45
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Terrible Tim Skit - 1945

Back to Civvies

Ninde Wilder, left, as Terrible Tim, is back from the army and goes

to buy civilian clothes. Julian Dorsey plays the role of the tailor.
© The Courier-Journal 11,/25/45
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May Day

The May Day tradition continues
May Day, 1951, Anne Clowes (sixth grade) is selected as May Queen
(photographs from Mary Clowes Taylor)



Ballard School:

1951 May Day celebration starts with princesses leading the procession from
the school to the festival area. Left to right, Jenny Herr, Judy Semonin, Suzie
Glenn. (photograph from Judy Semonin)
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1951 May Day festival - The May Pole is to the left with streamers that are blue
and yellow. Note that children of the same age are dancing. At this time there
is no seventh or eighth grades. (photograph from Judy Semonin)
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BALLARD FAIR

St - “
COME (JNE COME ALL -+
—

-

— ) BALLARD FAIR COMING SOON I/
FUN- FOR Everyvone

TELEVISION  SET PONY RIDES

This year the P.T.A. 12 giving amy Ur, & Mepe Thul Xoith will have
ancfher Télevisicn set. This set L8 vory  oharge of the nonfea for tho yound aad
beatitiful, and you zay buy chanses st the old to ride. Thore 1ill be big ones,

Fair for very 1ittls. EBweryome ocma to smnll ondz and middle simed ores.
the ¥alr and talw lots of chances on the Cans, let's all taks a rides The
Telovision sst. eogt will be very mall, and the ride

will bo w jlorg one. 2o wure to buy

MERRY- GO -ROUND =any tiokets to ride the pentiss,

Hurry, all you ¥iddies] The merry- -
go-round is abest to sartl MOVIES

This year thore will be n merry-goe Up in the echool building movies
round for the kids at tho Islland Fals, will Yo shom. They 7111 be exoiting
Buy tickmt em this morr-go-round, and  eouboy pletures,
whon it siops yott will wmnt %o buy anothor There will be tme pupoet showa
ride. 8o, kidts, this ie your chance %o also, Come, vmtich the suppets dance
have seme real fun &% tho Fairl and plav. <

SOCK THE TEACHERS BASE BALL
Boyn end Oirlsl Hor would Fou 1like Hey} you old menj Do yo think

to eocl your teachsr ? You will have youwr vou oar Beat your kids? Wall, you will
ohanow at $he Palr. There is s booth in hnve your Shanne ad the fallard Fatr,
whigh for ono thin dima yeu gat three (¥ids, you'd bobtter Le practicing
ohancses. ¥Wot enly do you get fo sock 40 heat vour dadal)

your teschay, but you alss will #ina
vrite if your aim &s good, Bo, If you
thini: you are a good pitchar, ocme eand
4oy your Iack{

OTHER ATTRACTIONS

Thero will be & Vheol-Of<C'mnoce a=
gain, Theretll be fine prises, srd mmy
of them. A mwacta table with lote of
hme naild goodise will provide momethifig
ot you to talm hemo. 3Sooks, balloons,
plants and many othor things w11l bo o sale %tool

Ballard News - May 15, 1950
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The Way We Were
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A summer swimming party. (Left to right): Jane Haldeman, Sherry Keith, Lee Brown,
Morton Boyd, Doug Roy, Clay Morton, Bruce Haldeman, Don Janzen, Stewart Ogden,
Joe Bell (on the ground with ball) - 1946
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N A

An outing at Big Rock in Cherokee Park. Gary Bailey (with sailor’s hat),
Paul Semonin (left), Don Janzen (in middle with eyes shut), Kenney Brown
(to the right of Don), Lawrence Smith (behind Paul), Dougie Roy (between
Don and Kenny), Hugh Shwab (back row, right) - May, 1946
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Ballard School Troop 109 at Bernheim Forest Camporee in 1949, Facing camera
(left) Paul Semonin, (standing with hand on hip) Doug Roy, front right, Bill Wells.
(photograph from Paul Semonin)
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My classmates horsing around. Louise Helm (on horse, Fritz Russell (standing),
on fence (left to right), Ann Shelley, Eric Everbach, Mary Clowes, Martha
Norman, Morton Boyd (photograph from Mary Clowes Taylor)
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Lamar Dougles Roy III Llew Spears at Ballard
(but just Dougie Roy to us) (photo from Mary Clowes Taylor)
(photograph from Sarah Roy)

L/
Ross Todd (left), Don Janzen (right) 1945
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Rodney Wells with his Ballard “B” Larry Leis with his Ballard “B”
1950 1950
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1/Ballard Pupils
‘Give 19th Annual
'Valentine Show

| In keeping with a nincteen
| your tradition, Ballard Scheol
! presentod its annual Valentine's
{ Progrum Friday morning at Uu'
rogular  assembly  time. Liku
threg  other  annual  programs,
| Harvest Festival, Christmas, und
| May Day, this endeavor was de-
s signed Lo glve every child in the
school an opportunity lo per-
form. In additson It allowed the
'nMc-r and  younger children Lo
combine their efforts in a single
production
This year's presentatien held
o the custom of lwving o King
,nml Queen of Hearts and all the
Leourt as the foval point witn the
[ performers striving Lo enteriain
! thelr  “Roynl hhl)l.‘llt" . How-
| ever, for this occasion lln lhvnn.
of each ¢lags’ dnnve or now
{ based wpon the fairy story, *
l’n:wux\ Who Couldn't Lough"
The unhappy Princess was scal-
od high above the whicnee on
| her castic balcony From this|
| vanlage point she viewed the|
Istrect  below  where  various |
lgrades and combination of |
grades attempled to dispel the
gloom  thit surrounded her by
I itling the air with musie, gaity,
and Inughtor
Try ns*they might cach group
was doomed to {atlure. Bul ansi
|
|

|

the falry story recounts, the
spell was finolly broken by a
group of Mlarious charmcters
who somchow got themselves
unmistakably attoched to o gol-
den goose that refused to lot go,

The King and Quoeen of Hearts |
heartily applauded the dramatic
efforts of their subjects, and the |
program concluded with the Re- |,
cossional

Johnny Lich played the king.
Kingsley Henry was the queen.
Heralds were Gene King and
Rod Moorhead Flower gnls‘
were Peggy Smith and Holly
Russell. Train bearers were|}
Frederick Louis and John Pitch-|
ford. i

All 358 children of the school
participated, ‘

-——

June 3, 1954

| Persian  kittens, Mr. and Mrs

TIHE KING AND QUEEN OF HEARTS
Johnny Lich and Kingsley Henry

February 18, 1954

Ballard Fair Pet
And Horse Show

Winners Listed

Tinker Bell, a 3% months old
female collie, owned by Dan
Cox, was judged best of show
at the Ballard School Fair pc(
show last Saturday

Other pet show winners:

Most unusual pet — triplet|
gonts owned by LaMar Hansen. |
Most  aitractive cat — two

James W, Henning {

Puppics one to eight months—
‘emale collies, Betsy Cox

House dogs - fox ternier,
Billy Hahn |
Small hunting dog-—dachsund, |
Beezy Hobson

Large hunting dog — welm
raner, Owsley Brown.

Horse show winners were

Lead line class, Nancy Reid
Martin,

Handling class, George Petro. |

Ballurd school special class,
Roansie Mashburn

Ballard school special  class,
Missy Marlin

Navicr  horsemanship, Peppy
Martin,

Intermedtale horsemanship,
Adelaide Snyder :
Advanced horszmanship, Lyn
we Girdler ’

Pair ¢lass, Anne Durham |

Barcback vclass, Qornelin Ser
pell i
Family class, Sissy Aubrey. |

Counly class., Doris Spinner.|

IPart Of Ballard
'Fair Profits Go
To Chenoweth

A horse show, pet show, and |
flower show will highlight the an-
'nual Ballard School Fair to be
held on the school grounds Satur-
day from 10 am. to 4 p.m. About
one-third of the profits go to the
new Chenoweth School. The rest
| go to Ballard PTA.

Those interested (n entering the
horse show, which begins at 2 p.m.,
should call Mrs, Dan Cox, chair-
man, at Harrods Creck 350, Enl- |
| rance fee Is $t in advance or $1.50]
the day of the falr,

Yots of ol kinds may be entered
in the petl show. There Is no
charge, Mrs, Jim Henning is chair-
man,

Entries for the flower show
i should be brought in from 9 o 1]
(a.m. Judging will be at noon, Mrs, |
| Asa Fuller and Mprs, Lloyd Terrell
are in charge. There will be pnzcs |
and ribbons in all shows,

There will also be rides zmrl
booths of all kinds, and lunch will
| be served. An air condninncr will |
! be given away.

Mrs. Clifton Rodes is chairman
of the fair and Mrs, Fielden Wood- '
ward is co-chairman. The .~chor_\l|
is on Lime Kiln Lane, between
Hrownsboro and Upper River l’\‘d

May 27, 1954



Ballard School:
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:

) Al Ballurd Schuul recent OFf course, Bulloy) s log
[ly the filth grade s of big asse ml.luf. qm..v year, ]'I ¢
|Sam Flelscher was sharing st s o Harvest Featival in No

1o . 2 vember o which [(amilics and

h\, kn““l"“’jl"\L of nulrition slumni nre invited Sceondd comes

witly the rest of the school the Christimax party for Santa
.

sloged for the pre-school chil
Taking wover the wuditorium, dren in the Ballurd snres. For
members of the cluss one by one (e Valentine program., the ehif
advanced ta Lhe center of the dren learn the principles of shar-
Hage to tell the pudience of fel- jow  They make gifts for each
low students what foods o €l (her. The finale is the May Day
{or the best health. They carricd program, with & Queen picked
arge vords to demonsteale what g 1hose girls who have bt
hey were talking about tended the schonl all six ycars
This was only one phuse ol 74. Queen's Court s piched
'+ whole generil program ©ar- oo (hose who otlended from
ud oul by Ballurd snd other . ihird prade o

Jounty Schouls Mrs Bowen said that all the
The purpoases sehiool children poartichsie In all
To share knowledge four programm

To give the childron puist L

Ta enuble them to pddress o There have been many Inter
froup with assurance, and esting smnller Proprams this

To develop Individual sptitudes. vaar After completing a ploneer
Assemblies u!l Ballard are held unit, Poppy Moberly's fourth grade
iboul  every woeek Principal plass gavo o ploncer play aboul
Mrs. Mabel Bowen suid thoy sie George Rogers Clark.  After fin-
o areanged thel overy child in lshing o unit on Nocway, this same
he school gels up on the stage class gave wn pssembly program
swefore an awdicnce at least once on Norway
. \ YOar Other Interosting nssemblies
She explained thal each cluss Arl, with » visit to the Junior
loex the ground work on “a Arl Gallery, by Elizabeth Lib

lThey Share Their Knowledge At Ballard School

Sam Flelseher's (i grade class at Ballard Schoo! Jast week |

vork unit™ in the home h- s third grade: Unlted Nations,  presented Js assembly program on milk snd foods. Heee Miss
When the class Is findsh nn n m:-. of the Ameviean Irinkcy Terrell temontvates the villue of vitamin ©
; hal unit, il goes on utage 1.v.~. of government, by Matty
i e R Recill's sixth goaele: the AL wha can't perlo mk o N diny 'when youngated IR ES
| For imxlance, M Flelacher e Ages. nndd o sofety polt, be gt ! cevy and other sjo o just feonn elementoey achoo!
rst lought the elass o great dead Abee  Kennedy's  sisth gead ching I Junior high school sod then
boul nutrition, Then he and the Landing ot Corn luland by Hat The mure you get boys ol to high sehod) amnid beyoml with
s worked out o way to put It tie Glenn's fourth gead (M1 o phrbicipale Iy progonm ot uny trocble wivitaoever ™
n the slage in such o praphic "OF course oeling rIitle o work with other peoprle. th Realizing: thi< s o brenk with
nanngy thel the cessentinls of rough In the Jower grades bul better cltizens they " she the  traditlonal ippreach 1
vhal they learned could bLe ii's pretiy smooth by the fime sabld, “They are able to swe ndl “Yosterday pone hnd we
sp("1 quickly by the rest of the children reach the sixth viewpoint of othees and they ace live toduy for our boys and)|
o Ptudenty prode,” old Mr. Bowen, Thoese quire todurence. 11 fuy th T4 |
'

Ballard Fair
A Gala Event

Plans for the fnpual Ballmd
Falhh ore going forward In'n Ll
wity oand when the fair opens
Saturday, May. 21, ot 10 am,
irain or shine, the school grounds
| Nee,

April 28, 1955

wlll be humming with ncllvuy

There will be fun for all; ant
Mry, Willinm Chescheir, genera
chpdrman, expects:n records croivd
ul this year's Fair, There will be
rides and games of nll kinds for
the kiddies, and the many booths
nnd  hondsome | prizes will in-
irigue the adulls, Admission free,

May 19, 1955

May 19, 1955



Ballard School:
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:

J. H. Dicrsen, marshall of
| Beechwood Village, was elect-
ed vice-president of the St
Margaretr Mary P.T.A. Jast
week. He succeeds Carl Zol-
ler,

- - -

Two other officess and a board
member were alsa elected. They
were, Haydon Heaphy, ireasurer,
succceding  Thomas  MeCarthy;
Joseph  Mehr, seargent.at-arme,
raccending Dix Wikliamson, and
| Gorman MeMullin, board mem.
"bwr, succeednig Paul Ogden

The election of male officers
was in keeping with the PTA'S
policy of maintaining a balunce
between the mothers and fathors
on the stall. Mrs. Russell Good.
win, president, Mrs Willlam Har.
vis, secretary, and Mry, Homer
Parrent, board member, are the
mothers presently i eaffice,
whose terms  will expire next
year
Al lermse of office at the St

ESt. Margaret, Ballard
PTA's Elet Officers

Mrs. William Chescheir.
Harrods Creck, was elected
president of the Ballard
PT.A last weck, succeeding
Mrs. Robert Martin,

. - -

Twe other officers were alw
clected. They were Mrs Stuant
Levy, ireasurer, who succewnd:
Mrs. Benjamin Boone, and Nra
Fred Louls, second  vice-presi.
dent. The second  view prosidem
is a new olfice ereated to reliev
some of the duties of first vier.
president The terms of the Avw
officers are for 1wo years

Mrs Cheachelr, a native ol
Colorade Springs, Cola_, has Iinvwl
in the area for the 112 years
She has two children, both o
whem attend Ballard School, Her
husband s employed with th
New England Motua) Life Insur.
anee Co,

As & graduate of the Unlver-

sity of Nebraska, where she fook |

a degree in primary  wducation
x:'":::‘ Wy PN, e for Mrs, Cheschelr Is familiar with
| L the needs of the young school!

Queen Uarbara Satteely relgned over the annial May Day Festival at
' ¥y Y E
Oallarg Sehoo) on Tueaday, Barbara, 12, | the gaughler of Mr, and children,  Although she  never
Mra. Grorgr Sattetly of Marrods Creek  She by In thy sisth grede Mav 3. 1956 pursued leaching as a curcer, she
The entire student bony participated 1n the dances and ceremanies Yo, :‘t.:"?"’\’f;: wg:‘;"‘;‘vw“r':"":
and o |

o the Festlupn!

rwhich  will inclode  equitation, | .
The Oene Sune, who will be wssisted

seouts for a number of yoan,
Loast yeae, Mey, Chescheir was

roiled the rest af the weork

compiled by

the'

lhununl:. and family classes. by oo o ., -
| moin attraction will be the Bal. BY fo-thalimen,  Mre Maglon igures

lsrd School Championstup for Greens Moo E O Tatgentorst, | .Cht:ur'\.l"\;‘ E?‘n’n’.’r ‘:tlarngf.‘:r,l‘\‘n::‘n.:'j September 6, 1956
students only., A new class has ""l'_!n?',". "}""’ ',“""' the first day of school, showed

been added to the horse show niric or the horse  shos an envollment af 3237 0 seven

this - year, the alumnae  class, ',’l",:“l‘:a “‘;"";”) W alter Shermun, | schpols here as compared with

. x <13 Bisnkenbaker Lang 3388 last yreor
which includes those under I8 1 The Cathals Board of Educa-

years, Other classes are open 1o
the public

Other sitractions at the Fau
will be & doll show, » clown cor-
ner, rides, booths, a plant stand,

| tion reported that by
fof the day Tucsday, 2431

| »eh here, a ¢
; 2,188 s yvear

No figures were available by

the end
F'
i s had enrelled 1n lwr Cal ollt

May 3, 1956 chairman of the Hallard S
Falr and during this  past Svar
I she served on  the huspitaliy o
A I B “ d F i — |
nnua ¥ i ' S h | E !
raae JCnoois C£nro :
)
orse Jhow Next vWee .
1
The annual Ballard  School a white elephant sale, g tinh ponid, 1370 More Than Last Year !
Fair. highlighted by a student o ift shop and an interesting |9
rh:mphon.htp horse show, will be wovie an w tip e Mexico and v 1
held on Friday, May 26, between Calidornia. " I %hm;: winrted ;m;d‘::h ' County - sivd. Cathils h
110 am. and 4 p.m. at the school  Following 8 feoe ventrloguist i nroltment in St AREWE BTEH TUmLY. i tholic |,
grounds on Line Kiln' Lane, show' at 11 am, w enfetvrpmstyie | grade schoals is already up by 742 pupils over Jast year, an
The Fawr will get enderway ‘“"{;“'““l will be o servid “""‘I ‘mﬂ“" " oo :hnn o s e ‘
with & hot=e show at 10:30 a 130 1o 1230 o, ?
r - Chairman of the Fair 1= A\ ;n:‘rdh:.h;r:?!‘:-.l‘i";‘;:;:'l:“:l:“‘ﬁQ!

I;I‘I(‘ba ume for “Thn"v llllngh !
Eastern High, or Waggener Jun.
May 17, 1956 ‘ar High
Ceunty  Sehoal  Esrollment
Schnd Thi< Yr  Lam \ '
Ballard Ak 272
Chennvertl 411 lcl.\i
' Greathouse 542 465
l Layndon N 834
Middletmwn Sdn 457!
| SL Matihews a4 238
F8ivers IR T
| Teaals ANST 2388
Catholic  Sthosl Earoliment |
Hal <py|l (L) 62
Mol T ARN 267
Onr Lads n' Lourdes AR2 KEUM
St Margaret Maiy .\70 479
T4

il



Ballard School:

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:

Mre.  Ellzabeth  Voughn, new
prinﬁr-l o Ballard Elemcntary
School, enlird the $1,000000 in-
crease  in achosl  reveawe  this
year & “winddnhl* und thinks the
County will get *benter gualilied
teachers . whe  will femain  In
| Revrueks" 25 a resub.
sz ool the gresest teacher
s Lonbems in Keatucky ks hecping
tewchert in the Siate Upss grad-
Uation from Ihr  culbeges, she
S,

“in ihe past, abeut 13% of
gradustes. with teachess cenifl-
| entes lefl 10 teach \n siher states
wheee salaries are higher,” she
a0, “This year, however, it n
prodicted that €% will Temaln
here to teach™

County leachers this fall are
Aalated 1o reeive salary Ancreases
daveragiog 376 A year. In addi-
thon, & $4.504.000 scheol hullding
progrem s Inciuded In the JR3T
1| budiget,

With $he frend toward emer-
cy teachers making leaching

" within recent years, the ple-
lure looks wven brighler, Mo
Vaugha said

“About 1,000 leachers on em-
crgoncy  siatus  have  completed
qualificntions sl have becemo
qualitivd teachers esh yoar for
the past three yrarn,™ she said

Mauy of The lmprovements the
Iboard feared would be curialled

‘County Getting Better
|Teachers’ — Mrs. Vaughn

board plant  well ahead they
eun't afferd 1o gel overcenfidest
or take or granted Ihe “surpriac®
that ewme this year"

“With mew  indusiries spring-
Ing wp, \he populstion is on the
icrease and  this means  more
chidren in the schouls,” she subd.
“Progle must look shoad 1o the
future and be made sware wf tho
school problems 1het will resuit
from 0"

Mra. . Vaughn, whe replaces
M, Mabel Bowen sa principel
of l‘llud lhl. term, has bten
teaching the  intermediate
level for lh: past 18 yeary, She i
a widou, who lest Both ber hus-
band and 200 In & spav: of Inres
years,

Mer son was killed at i€ = »
trale secident in 163) and Rer
Buthand, the late Robert Aoss
Vawahn, died n 1040

"This was the rearca I went
on wiih scheol work,™ she waid

Mrs, Bowen wus promsled le
Intermediate superintendent (far

raden 5 and §) of Jeflerson

vuntly Scheols,

A native of Lexingien, Mra
Vaughn lived most of her mar-
tied Jide In Horse Cave 3nd came
heye abeuit six yosrs sgo. She
taught e fourth grade st Pres-
tenin for four years and the \ame
crade st the new Auduban school
for 1wo years before her present
sthlgnment

This ls her Hest position s a

L 1hbs coming year will probably —

ronsain  n  (Re  program,  she
opined,

However, she stressed (he point
that “the situstion changes from
Year 1o year sod since ihe uhool‘

N"‘

Ballord School

MRS, VAUGHN

principal and she s "deeply |
genteful” over the -mlumL‘

No inmediste thenge In palicy
or  cwrricudum s planaed, e |
valt bwt rather “the puldn ol
mrop 1 will be
"

She sard that “aay chaage wiil
come from a deckainn made withe
n the (acully and from \hy coeme
munity in general as they feel

1
"The background and tradiien
al mwd l: pu’." she sdded,

beco  operating
-lm l!lt. T'beu were 285 pugils

last term amd 312 sve axpecied
t0 enred! this fall. Six mew (oach-
ers have been added 10 the t.g-f
ubty, The school ecovery grades )
-4 {

She lves & 2183 Mw‘
Avenue,

September 6, 1956

wid Miw Jon Guodmemdason, ran
oy nm-lu, Mrs, Mn'n- Ihm-uln, denmert

evuntry store;  Miw
nnd Cenffer;  mml Miw

Q

.a'Horvest Festival
w

i-/Opens Tomorrow
LS
b=l Madland School will present s
R Lannual “Harvest Featlval” on Fri.
E3 | day, Nov. Mi at the schoel begin-
K| ning st 6 pm.

& The evenlng's entertainment will
Y be n' splt-program, From 6 1o 8
pm, & Christimas booth, counry
E | store, geab-bag, and refrenhment
o hn-lh will be in eperathon, nnd st

e the netual “Harvest Festi
hG u llll begin,
- - -

The "Harvest Festival® depicta
n series of mutumn wctivithes end-
ing with a  Thankagiving theme,
While the Chorle, Speech nid Glee
L 1Clul venders wong 1o the theme,
sther members of easl will epact
1ypienl fall nctivities, such as, hirds

nulh fnr the winter, uung

lrn Vs, Halluw e ‘en,
and a fnuxull game, through dance
'and pantemine.

l The show will be climaxed by »
of chiMren listening ta the
!;g of n pealm, folloned by
‘ﬂunh:umg ymos sang by the
nudience nidd the chibdren
> ® 1@
Mrs, Murvin Wasaermnn is
ehatrmnn of the festival, with M.
 Charlea Arnold  ms  erchairman
Hooth ehairmen are:
| Mea William Midler, decoratings

! Mrs, Marcus  Nurke, Christmas
(hwoth:  Mra. Wilbwr  Jape, wift
clrlnh Mea. Kenpeth  Reschard,

orsl resds fram o
¢ Matemers, o thelr varlaus costun
ehara Bnte, G Koch, and 1

sle, Barn Bariow, Avery Burky

Willkam

syne, and Pegyy Croppe

November 15, 1956

v Ihle sehesrap!
frunt, left 1o right, Danny Th ’e AAe

'Ballard Parents
To Meet Faculty

The new principal und the
teachors will be introduced at 1he
i fiest  weening of _ the Ballard
chhml PTA. Mondav, Sept- 24,
'at 730 pm. in the school audi-|
lorium, '

Alse to be introduced Is Mrs.|
+ Wray Murray, of California, the
| new full-uume art teacher at Bal.i
| lard, |

Mrs. Haue Glenn, sssembly
| program chairman, will review !
the assembly program for the
yenr. Teacher Alice Kennedy will,
Mplnm the functions of the stu-|
ldent council.

Ballard's new principal is Mrs.
Elizabeth Vaughn,

September 20, 1956

BALLARD

Prlncipll Elizabeth Vaughn,

Teachers: Alsie Holland, Baur-
bara Whitien, Barbara Crenshaw,
Mrs. Shirley Hays, Lillian Black-
well, Mrs, Ellen Beard, and Elner
Y. Chrisman.

August 15, 1957

by Whire,

Roek, Jutnex Modart, enke sale,

stens frem the
eV, Alr
A, A n back, Leary Mopvina

a ne Sleve



Ballard School:
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:

A Towl, & Sswling-plece, s Pligrim sad his wife. Thiae wern
he inpredients in the S Thankagiving Day beck in eacly
Amenica, snd thay wers Ballard Schsal)
Harveat Festival Friday. The Pllprim is Stephes X
? ijesn Markham, 1)

November 28, 1957

May 1, 1958

aerd his o

Schools should ‘create
an interest in learning’

The job of the school Is to eredte an interest In Jeamming
and to teach childrea how to oblain knowledge, sald
Crville K. Schmied, newly-elected president of (he Ballard
Schoel P.TA.

o oo wow works a0 Cochran - Foll,
We can'l remessber everythisg where he is 3 chemicnl engiseey
wr besrn In schoal, she sxid, bt and the h“‘i a{ romes
.

© s lmpertant thal we know
3 They have five chiddsea, Don.
ald, 13, Joba, 11, Mily, §, O
ville, Ji, 7, and Sczanne, 2.
Wiz, Schmied Ix & member of
Zisn E&R Chareh and is first
tice providest of the Woman's
Guild. She ls peesident of the
m Martha Cirele withla the

May 8, 1958

MRS, BCHMIED

haw % learn, and where o go
10 find et Usa fects we Deed
e fevdy the purpase of (he
P.TA. Is walald, Fiest it shoaMd
sfeale harmony between ieack- |
parents, Secord, 2
oo paiidegchoal s

Mary, Joseph, nnd an angel greet the new born Savior In this still-life tableaux at Bal- |
lard School Friday. Nancy Rupp and Poul Johnson are Mary and Joseph. The angel is | X
"

Mac Koch. All are sixth graders | in succsed Mrs. Willidm Ches

e ——— Oer officesy  wiacted

tident, Mrs Rick- |
, sucteediog Mr. |
muind; perond vice presidenl,
Rert A Cerdoh suecced-
Fred Locis; and tress- |
Mrs. Alherr B MeCwliseh, |
vuccending Mrx J. Clitten Rader. |
The weeretary. Moy, Willam B

Earnes, will serve anver yoar |

..o |

December 26, 1957

|
L Schavied. of €201 Innes
Trace, & (he former Leih Cart-
of Mealchalr, N.J. She
W grade and high schead 3t
Mamclar, and wag » regiveres |
furre &l e Prestiyierias Har. |,
P

5w and Mr, Scheied. who &1
susginally from Loulsvilly, mel |,
. New Jecsey, where he wias!)
Wwecking for Reynolds Metals He 'y




Ballard School:

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:

Fall schedule ‘
'gets underway at
Ballard School

The full schedule «t Ballurd |
School got underway with the |
executive board of the Bullard
PTA. entertaining the princi-
pal. Mrs. Elizabeth Vaughn, and
cher  suff, and Mrs.  Willlam |
Cheschoir, past president of lhe‘
-P.T.A. for luncheon the day
"before school opened st the
home of Mrs. Wilham H. Barnes. '
The Ballard School P.T A, ex-
ecutive  board members  are
Mrs. Orville Sehmied, president;
Mrs. Richard Harvin, first vice
president; AMrs. Albert Gordon,
second  vice president,  AMrs
Wilhiamm H. Barnes, secretary.
and Mrs. Albert B. McCullock.
Lreasurer

The Ballard school
cludes:

Mrs,

salf in-,
prin- ' i
Hen

\Vir- i

Elizabeth Vauughn,
cipal, Mrs, Robert D WO
first  grade teacher, Mrs
gimia Castel, second grade
er, Mrs. Fdward B. Haves. third
urade 1eacher. Mrs. Douglus Nel- |
son, fousth prade teacher. Mrz
Lewis Beard, ifth grade teacher o
Mrs, Hamm, sixth grade tescher

Mrs, Terrel Falkner, hbravian '
and  Mrs,  Shirley J Homp,
clerk. |

September 18, 1958

teach: \

‘| school's
- |soclation s going out of busi-

|dren naw attending

. that these children would bene-
L 1it mos1 from 1he donation 1o Use

To celebrate Ballard’s
45th bisthday

school suditorfum.

and answer period

Ballard School will celebrate
the 45th birthday of the schoo
at the P.T.A. meeting on Tues-
day, Feb, 24, at 7:30 p.m. in the

Following the business meet-
ing, County School Superinten-
dmt Richard Van Hoose will

ak on the new Five Program

lun. There will be a question

February 19, 1959

-

1:}- g of Ballird
ter year, the
Parent-Teacher As-

ness with at least 83.000 in
its treasury, which it plans
to distribute in parts to the
Wilder P.T.A., Zachary Tay-
lor P.T.A. and to the new 5L
Matthews Library,
. - -
Mys. Orvilic Schanded, PTA.
jdent. sald that the association
as voled 1o give BU per cent,
jvhkh smounis o . about §i200
[lo Wilder PTA. 3 per cent ‘0
Zachary Tayler PTA in the
L amount of $M00, and 10 per cent
|wr $200 to the St Matthews Li-

Lrary,

About 90 percent of the chil-
Ballard will
no 1o Wilder next year and abovl
:'r crnt will go to Zachary
Tay Mry, Schmied pointed out

that a large pumber of parests
have helped reise the money and
(will have chidren In neither
whool next year, The P.T.A. felt

Mrs. Scheled who bas been
with the NMLT.A. two yu&

served as first
seor, munmm‘um
hers will have wonderful mem- the
wries of Ballard School and are
«and 1o be leaving, but are glad
10 be a part of the new five point

hnenry .

The Ballard PTA. s also giv-
| ing the Wilder PT.A. the Wilder
| Memorial  Perpetual  Challenge
|7rophv @ silver bowl given by 1
lihe Willlam B. Belknaps lo Hal-
|lard School In memory of Ninde '
iWIMOI'. who was principal of
Ballard for many yesrs,

May 14, 1959

i1

|Ballard PTA helps others as it
repares to gooufofbusmess

the May Queen



Ballard School:
Courtesy The Vice Of St. Matthews:

Ballard P.T.A.

goes out with
generous gesture

The Ballard School P.T A
closed out its accounts last week,
'| with good news for the Wilder
and Ze&chary Taylor P.TA.'s and
for the St. Motthews Library.

Mrs. Orville Schmeid, presi-
dent of the Ballard P.TA. an-
nounced that $1,451.15 was given
to the Wilder P.T.A, $725.58 1o
the Taylor P.T.A,, and $241.86 to
the library.

Also, a fountain that was giv-
in memory of Ninde Wilder
at Ballard has now been moved
to the Wilder School.

Ballard School was closed al
the end of last school term, and
the children sent to Wilder and
the new Taylor school

Mrs. Schmeid said the dis.
bursement of these funds finall
and officially winds up the buli
ness of the Ballard P.T A,

September 24, 1959



Ballard School: Today

Courtesy http://www.chanceschool.org/01_ourrichhistory/01 ourrichhistory.htm:
LUITent rarents

You have the oppoctunity to give your child an extracrdinary gift.
Mhe -,-m of an education that's both challenging and joyful, acagermically rigorous and sodally enriching
ed by a unigue phulosophy that emphasizes leaming through discovery and buliding ssif-esteem
your child wall realize his or her brue potential and develop a lifetime love of leaming. Chance is an
ndependant schoaol for children ages twe through fifth grade, Our doors open wide and invite you
to discover firsthand what makes Chance such an outstanding and fulfiling place to leam
Chance at a glance d Where learning tomes to life

Our Rich History

1953 marked the opening of a unique nursery school — the first of its kind in Louisville, Kentucky. The school was operated
by Virginia Thomas Chance, a distinguished educator with a progressive approach to education. After just six years, a
group of students’ parents recruited Mrs. Chance to become the director of a new non-profit, parent-sponsored, independent
school for young children; what is now known as Chance School.

Chance School employs a philosophy that breaks away from outdated assumptions regarding traditional learning and teach-
ing practices. The philosophy recognizes each child as an individual, supports creative teaching and positive guidance, and
helps parents better understand the stages of growth and development.
Since its early years, the school enjoys an excellent reputation as a
community pioneer in its developmental approach to learning.

Thanks to generous gifts from supporters and philanthropists, the
school has benefited from a number of important expansions and reno- .
vations over the years. Through the constant support and commitment
of those who strongly believe in the Chance philosophy, what started §
as a small school with a big idea is now an established, fully accredited
school, serving up to 250 students from age two through the fifth
grade.

Our Unique Campus

Tucked away on a bluff overlooking the Ohio River, the Chance
School’s beautiful twenty-six acre campus is surrounded by woods and ~ - 0o SR i
fields. e ' '

As you walk through the buildings and around the school grounds, you will find that our campus is a physical extension of
our educational philosophy. It provides students with a peaceful yet stimulating environment uniquely conducive to learn-
ing through discovery.

The classrooms have lots of large windows that “let the outside in” to stimulate eager minds. Students may observe and
learn from the rise and fall of the river and the changing of the seasons. The playground is nestled among trees and rock
structures and provides a wonderful landscape for enjoying the outdoors. The surrounding woods and fields offer several
walking pathways and are home to a variety of plant, animal and insect species for children to observe firsthand. A garden
with a garden house teaches children how things grow, as well as valuable lessons in care and responsibility and working
with others.

We eagerly take advantage of every aspect of our natural setting to make studies in science, math, language, history and
more “come to life” for our students in meaningful, memorable ways.



